June/July 2017

NSHBA NEWS

UPCOMING EVENTS:
• NAHB Mid Year Meeting

June 12th through 19th
Washington, D.C.
• September 29,, 2017

NSHBA Board of Directors
Meeting - Norfolk Country
Club – 10:30 am
• September 29, 2017

NSHBA Annual Golf
Tournament
• December 1st, 2017

NSHBA Board of Directors
Meeting – Kearney
Details TBA

NOTE: – THERE IS
NO JUNE NSHBA
BOARD MEETING

NSHBA GOLF OUTING
Norfolk Country Club
1700 Riverside Boulevard, Norfolk, NE 68701

September 29, 2017
12:00 Sign-up
1:00 Shotgun Start
Dinner following Golf
$95 per Golfer\$380 per Team
Event includes: Lunch…Golf…Cart…Driving Range &
Balls & Dinner… Prizes …Mulligans

SAVE THE DATE

.

The Build Pac Fundraiser
will be held in conjunction
with our NSHBA Golf
Tournament. Details will
follow later in the
summer.

.

NAHB MID-YEAR
MEETING
June 12th-18th, 2017
Washington D.C
Several members of
NSHBA will be attending
this mid-year meeting in
Washington, D.C.

WEDNESDAY –
JUNE 14TH
NSHBA will be taking a
delegation to the hill to
meet with its
Congressional
Representatives. There
will be a special edition
highlighting this meeting.

Fax Registration form below to 402-334-1180
or go to www.nshba.org for Flyer/Form
REGISTRATION: (Deadline September 25th)
 INDIVIDUAL REGISTRATION $95
TEAM REGISTRATION $380
 HOLE SPONSORSHIP $125
NAME __________________________________________________
COMPANY ______________________________________________
CONTACT: ______________________CONTACT PHONE #: ________________
TEAM:
1.______________________________2._______________________________
3.______________________________4. _______________________________

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
LB 9 – Senator Krist – Radon Resistant New Construction Act – This bill was approved and signed by the Governor. The
task force set forth in the bill will during the 2019 Legislative Session establish, in statute, minimum standards for radon
resistant new construction. The task force is created by this bill and will consist of the chief medical officer of the
Division of Public Health of the Department of Health and Human Services, and the following additional members to be
appointed by the Governor:
a) Three representatives of home builders associations in Nebraska
b) A representative of a home inspector’ association in Nebraska
c) Two representatives of commercial construction associations, one of whom must have experience related
to large-scale projects and one of whom must have experience related to medium-scale to small-scale
projects
d) A representative of a Nebraska realtors’ organization
e) A representative of a respiratory disease organization
f) A representative of a cancer research and prevention organization
g) A representative of the League of Nebraska Municipalities
h) Three community public health representatives, each from a different congressional district
i) A professional engineer as defined in section 81-3422
j) An architect as defined in section 81-3404; and
k) A representative with expertise in residential or commercial building codes
NSHBA has been working with Senator Krist for three years on this bill and was in support of this bill.
LB 337 – Introduced by Senator Jim Smith and prioritized by Senator Brett Lindstrom – Personal Income Tax Relief –
This bill was held over. Under this bill, the top income tax rate in Nebraska would start to decline in 2020 until it hit
5.99%. Parts of this bill were amended into LB 461 which is a comprehensive tax relief bill. NSHBA was in support of
this bill.
LB 496 – TIF for Workforce Housing – Introduced by Senator John Stinner and prioritized by Senator Matt Williams, this
bill would address the severe housing shortages in rural Nebraska. The bill would allow workforce housing projects to
be eligible for tax increment financing. Cities of the first and second class and villages could include construction of
single-family or multi-family housing to be a part of TIF redevelopment projects. This bill was held over. NSHBA was in
support of this bill.
LB 591 – Provide for the enforcement of codes under the Contractor Registration Act – Senator Sue Crawford – This
bill did not advance. NSHBA was opposed to this bill.
LB 576 – Introduced by Senator Brewer – This bill did not advance. – This bill was to limit increases in property taxes
LB 518 – Introduced by Senator Matt Williams - Rural Workforce Housing Grant Program – This was a Committee
Priority Bill for 2017 and was approved and enacted. It will be an important bill because it takes $7.3 million from the
Affordable Housing Trust Fund and establishes a grant program. Only communities under 100,000 people and nonprofit development organizations will be eligible for these grants. We are hopeful that this will help the housing
shortage. NSHBA was in support of this bill.
LB 248 – Introduced by Senator Burke Harr – Workforce Skills Training for Youth – One of the most serious problems
we face in the home building industry is a shortage of skilled work force. This was a bill that would begin to address this
problem with young people 16-24 years old. The bill has been held over. NSHBA will continue to watch this bill in the
next session and what form it takes. NSHBA supports the need for skilled workers which means training of our youth at
an early age. This is good for the industry and good for those who are looking for career opportunities.

LB 599 – Introduced by Senator Mike Groene – Exempt certain improvements on land from taxes as prescribed. As
stated in my previous update, this bill related to revenue and taxation. New and unoccupied housing or commercial
real estate would be considered business inventory. As you may remember, NSHBA was behind a similar bill several
years ago which did not go forward for reasons which were not founded. This bill has been held over. This bill would
be good for the housing and development industries and NSHBA is in support of this bill.
LB 553 – Introduced by Senator John Lowe – Provide for a non-election of coverage under the Nebraska Workers
Compensation Act – The bill did not advance but has been held over. It would provide for an individual employer,
partner, LLC member or self-employed person who is engaged full time in business and elects not to come under
Nebraska Workers’ Compensation Act would have to file an acknowledgement with the Workers’ Comp Court. NSHBA
worked with the lobbyist of Independent Insurance Agents of Nebraska for several years on this one. NSHBA will
continue to watch what form it takes if it is taken up in the 2018 session.

NSHBA HAS LAUNCHED MEMBER REBATE PROGRAM
NSHBA has launched the Member Rebate Program in the state of Nebraska. Please
Get signed up so that you will be able to get rebates from manufacturers who are
Participating with your suppliers. Remember, you still buy from all of your suppliers,
you just register on NSHBArebates.com and each quarter you turn in your purchases
on those products represented in the program and you will get rebates back. Builders
thinking of joining your association will love getting money back which pays for their
membership in the HBA. You will also be getting the magazine Insights which will tell
you more about the program. This is new in Nebraska, but 41 states are participating
in this program across the country. This is a win win for all of us and brings value to membership in your
association. Log on now and Register to start earning rebates on all those products you currently buy for
each house you build. www.NSHBArebates.com
Also a great resource is the Insights Magazine - This magazine offers Builder & Remodeler members INSIGHTS into
both the Member Rebate Program and the participating Manufacturers in this member benefit. The magazine can be viewed
at www.NSHBArebates.com. See end of Newsletter for more details.

*****SPONSORS*****

EPA seeks governors’ input in rewriting WOTUS
(The

Hill) -- TheHill.com reports that "the Trump administration is reaching out to
state governors for help in rewriting former President Obama's controversial water
pollution rule." Known as the Clean Water Rule, and the Waters of the U.S.
(WOTUS) rule, the regulation "asserted federal power over small bodies of water
such as wetlands and stream headwaters." The story notes that "the agencies are
first formally repealing that rule, and will then write a new version with a smaller
Unite
reach" ... "prioritizing the role of states throughout the process."
\http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/332515-epa-seeks-governors-input-in-rewriting-obama-water-

rule
.

From: Elliot Eisenberg, the Bowtie Economist <elliot@graphsandlaughs.net>
Date: Thu, May 25, 2017

Domicile Decisions
While April existing home sales were down 2.3% M-o-M and up just 1.6% compared to
4/16, it's due to limited inventory. While inventories rose 7.2% M-o-M, April marks the 23rd
consecutive month of Y-o-Y inventory declines! As for new home sales, they rose just 0.5%
Y-o-Y and new home inventory at 5.7 months is almost back to normal, despite subdued
volume. New homes must get cheaper for volumes to rise!
From: Elliot Eisenberg, the Bowtie Economist <elliot@graphsandlaughs.net>
Date: Thu, May 18, 2017
Debt Dollars
In 17Q1, household debt rose by $149 billion and now totals $12.73 trillion, surpassing the
previous peak of $12.68 trillion set in 08Q3, 8.5 years ago. Mortgage debt currently equals
$8.63 trillion or 68% of all household debt. In 08Q3, mortgages totaled $9.99 trillion or 78%
of all debt. Today, student loans total $1.34 trillion, 11% of all debt, back then they were
$610 billion or 5% of debt.

2016 OSHA TOP 10
MOST FREQUENTLY CITED WORKPLACE SAFETY VIOLATIONS
1. Fall Protection, 1926.501 (C) – 6,929
2. Hazard Communicaton, 1910.1200-5,677
3. Scaffolds, 1926.451 (C) - 3,906
4. Respiratory Protection, 1910.134 – 3,585
5. Lockout/Tagout, 1910.147 – 3,414
6. Powered Industrial Trucks, 1910.178 – 2,860
7. Ladders, 1926.1053 (C) - 2,639
8. Machine Guarding, 1910.212 – 2,451
9. Electrical Wiring, 1910.305 – 1,940
10. Electrical, General Requirements, 1910.303 – 1,704

From: OSHA news <osha.news@subscriptions.dol.gov>
Date: Fri, Jun 2, 2017 at 11:05 AM
Subject: Let’s help keep each other safe this National Safety Month
Information from OSHA

U.S. Department of Labor
Occupational Safety and Health Administration
Office of Communications
202-693-1999

Let’s help Keep Each Other Safe this National Safety Month
OSHA joins the National Safety Council and thousands of organizations across the
country in recognizing June as National Safety Month. According to NSC, preventable
deaths are at an all-time high in America. In fact, more than 130,000 people die
needlessly every year – one every four minutes. As part of an effort to emphasize the
importance of safety both on and off the job, NSC's Keep Each Other Safe campaign
emphasizes the importance of safety and health at work, on the roads, and in our homes
and communities. Visit the National Safety Month website to take the SafeAtWork
pledge and access downloadable materials, including a poster, tips sheets, and social
media graphics. You can also register for a free webinar taking place on June 22.

WASHINGTON UPDATE:
Economics
Non-Canadian Softwood Lumber Imports Hit a 10-Year High
A positive development given the ongoing U.S.-Canada trade dispute.
http://nahbnow.com/2017/05/non-canadian-softwood-lumber-imports-hit-a-10-year-high/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=10529&utm_campaign=mmb2017

New Home Sales Slip in April
However, the March sales pace was the highest since October 2007.
http://nahbnow.com/2017/05/new-home-sales-slip-in-april/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=20529&utm_campaign=mmb2017

Multifamily Developer Confidence Dips as Market Levels Off
Despite drop in sentiment, production is expected to remain solid
http://nahbnow.com/2017/05/multifamily-developer-confidence-dips-as-market-levels-off/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=30529&utm_campaign=mmb2017.

EPA and Army Corps Solicit State Input on Redefining WOTUS
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Army Corps of Engineers are currently consulting with state and local
government officials regarding the definition of "waters of the United States" (WOTUS) and the scope of federal jurisdiction
under the Clean Water Act. This information collection provides an excellent opportunity for state and local HBAs to assist
governors and local officials in building a favorable record in support of the replacement of the flawed 2015 WOTUS rule.
NAHB has developed talking points for state and local HBAs to use with your state and local officials regarding EPA's and the
Corps' request. The agencies are soliciting written comments until June 19. If you have questions, please contact NAHB
Environmental Policy Program Manager, Owen McDonough.

'Western Nebraska communities face housing crunch'
(Scottsbluff Star-Herald) -- StarHerald.com reports that like the rest of Nebraska, the state's panhandle
is in need of housing as statistics for "Scotts Bluff, Morrill and Kimball Counties were formally
presented to members of the Western Nebraska Economic Development (WNED)." It is estimated
"that over the next five years, the three counties will need about 777 additional housing units, 521 for
ownership and 256 for rental." One local official is quoted in the story as saying: "No matter what
community we looked at, workforce housing was an overriding theme. ... The only way companies can
expand is if there's sufficient housing for its employees." The official also noted that "the best way to
build and rehab more homes is for communities to form partnerships with banks, contractors,
developers and major industries to make housing a priority."
http://www.starherald.com/news/local_news/communities-looking-at-filling-housing-needs/article_f67165c87662-5069-bb9a-02c54d45ba98.html

Education:

NAHB – Webinar Wednesdays

Get up-to-the-minute education on industry issues, trends and best practices. No matter where you find yourself
on Wednesdays, participation is easy. Even if you can't participate in the live event, you can participate through
the on-demand version. Mark your calendars and register to learn more on these topics:

How to Hire for Attitude and Train for Skills
Best of IBS Webinar Series - Wednesday, June 21 from 2-3 p.m. ET
During this webinar, NAHB International Builders’ Show® speaker builder and success coach Burk Moreland
will give you practical techniques that will help you hire the right person for your team. Space is limited to
the first 100 participants. Register today!
Challenging Conventional Wisdom About Millennials
Best of IBS Webinar Series - Wednesday, June 28 from 2-3 p.m. ET
During this webinar, Ali Wolf, an NAHB International Builders’ Show® speaker, manager of housing economics
for Meyers Research LLC, and a millennial herself, will challenge some of your assumptions about millennials
relating to debt, mortgages, location and lifestyle. Space is limited to the first 100 participants. Register
today!
Significant 2018 Code Changes for Multifamily Buildings
Design & Technology Series - Thursday, June 29 from 2-3 p.m. ET
This free webinar highlights significant changes affecting multifamily construction in the 2018 editions of the
International Building Code and other I-Codes, as well as significant changes to related design standards.
Register today!

Bring in a member today! - - Invite them to attend the NSHBA Golf Tournament.
Members will keep Nebraska State Home Builders a
strong association. Let’s work together at reaching 400
Members! - - - Thank you for your Membership

Wisdom From the Zen Builder
Best of IBS Webinar Series - Wednesday, July 12 from 2-3 p.m. ET
Spend an hour with the “Zen Builder,” project manager and NAHB International Builders’ Show ® speaker Ed
Earl. Be enlightened, entertained and educated as he shares his wisdom on dealing with difficult clients,
managing emotional home owners and eliminating drama from your projects. Space is limited to the first 100
participants. Register today!
Using the Performance Path for Compliance in the IRC and Energy Code
Design & Technology Series - Thursday, July 13 from 2-3 p.m. ET
Using the performance path rather than the prescriptive path in the 2015 International Energy Conservation
Code can give builders more flexibility because it offers more choices in what materials and products to use
to comply. In this free webinar, you’ll learn about these options and how to use them to build a more energyefficient home with fewer headaches. Register today!
Stop Being Social and Start Selling!
Best of IBS Webinar Series - Wednesday, July 19 from 2-3 p.m. ET
Go beyond being social with your social networks. Learn how to drive real, measurable results on Facebook:
increased walk-in and online traffic, appointments and sales! NAHB International Builders’ Show ® speaker,
marketing expert and author Kevin Oakley will give you step-by-step instructions on how to get the outcomes
you desire. Space is limited to the first 100 participants. Register today!

Webinar Replays
Webinar Replays are available for purchase following the live webinar. To view a list of past webinars, please
visit the Webinar Replay page.
Continuing Education
Webinars count for one hour of continuing education credit for NAHB professional designations.
Registration and Fees
Online registration for Webinar Wednesday is available until the 3 p.m ET (12 p.m. PT) the day before the live
webinar. If you have any questions about how to log in on the day of the event, please call the Office of the
Registrar at 800-368-5242.
Council Members: $39.95

NAHB Members: $44.95

Non-Members: $64.95

Cancellation and Refund Policy
To receive a refund, cancellations must be submitted by 3 p.m. ET (12 p.m. PT) the day before the live
webinar. After that date, no refunds will be issued. Cancellation requests must be submitted to Sheila Coble.

NAHB Online Courses
NEBRASKA STATE HOME
BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 22931
Lincoln, NE 68542
PHONE: 402-435-6772
E-MAIL:

Looking for more online learning opportunities? NAHB Online Courses are
a convenient way to learn the fundamentals of the building
industry. Whether you are new to the industry or a seasoned
veteran, you'll be able to apply the knowledge you gain from these courses
almost immediately.

nhomebuilders@windstream.net

Customer Service Online
Executive Committee
Stan Poff President
Robert Kelberlau 1st Vice President
Mike Gray Associate Vice President
Steve Long Secretary
Rod ChristmannTreasurer

Make your business grow by keeping your clients happy during and after the
sale. The online Customer Service course teaches you how to manage every
phase of customer interaction from the initial contact through construction,
the warranty period, and beyond.

Basics of Building
The online Basics of Building course builds your housing industry expertise
by learning about the residential construction process from the ground
up! It's the perfect industry primer for home builders, remodelers and
suppliers and great preparation for IBS!

Don Wisnieski
Past President
Barbara Byrd Executive Officer

Effective Marketing on a Shoestring Budget
The online Effective Marketing on a Shoestring Budget course provides
planning tools that work on anyone’s budget. Participants will learn how to
analyze target markets, identify competitive advantages, create accurate pro
formas and monitor outcomes.

Take advantage of these educational opportunities!

NSHBA Mission Statement
The Nebraska State Home Builders Association represents the residential and light commercial building
industry at the state level and assists local associations and individual members by pursuing a suitable
environment to ensure the vitality of the building industry for the benefit of its members, and to promote
quality & affordable housing for the people of Nebraska.

Introducing the new Member Rebate Program
INSIGHTS magazine!
INSIGHTS Magazine is virtual and issued quarterly with a mission of bringing greater awareness
to the valuable member benefit of your
Member Rebate Program.

View INSIGHTS on www.NSHBArebates.com
Click the image below to view INSIGHTS

