
 
 
 
 
 

April/May 2018 NSHBA NEWS 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

• May 1st – 5th  
Bringing Housing Home 

 

• June 15th  – 11:00 AM 
NSHBA Board Meeting 
Chamber of Commerce/ 
Columbus Convention & Visitors 
Bureau 
753 33rd Ave, Columbus, NE 
(Lunch provided) 
 

• September 14th 
NSHBA Board Meeting 
North Platte, NE 
 

• September 14th 
NSHBA Golf Tournament 
North Platte, NE 
 

• December 7th 
NSHBA Board Meeting 
Location - TBD 
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Log on now & Register to 
start earning rebates on 
all those products you 
currently buy.  
www.NSHBArebates.com 
 
SPECIAL THANKS TO 
THOSE MEMBERS WHO 
SPONSORED THE BAR 
AT THE LEGISLATIVE 
BANQUET 
 
Mike Gray, Bob Kelberlau, 
Steve Long, Kearney 
Concrete, and Wayne 
Dowhower Construction 

Legislative Dinner 
 
On March 7th, the Nebraska State Home Builders Association held its annual 
Legislative Dinner at Wilderness Ridge Golf Club in Lincoln, Nebraska.  This dinner 
continues to be the highlight of our advocacy efforts each year and the number of 
Senators and spouses attending this year was again very strong.  Information on bills 
of interest and concern to NSHBA was distributed in advance and members had an 
opportunity to review the bills prior to talking with Senators.  Our thanks to all who 
attended as well as to each local HBA for their continued support of this event.  In 
addition to all of the Senators and spouses attending this event, Mr. Dean Mon, NAHB 
Second Vice Chairman flew in and attended the dinner bringing our members up to 
date on all that NAHB is accomplishing on behalf of our industry and enlightening the 
members on the value of their membership. 
 
The officers of NSHBA held a special luncheon at the Nebraska Club with Lt. Governor 
Mike Foley.  Lt. Governor Foley talked about all that is happening in our great state 
and the changes that the Governor is making to grow Nebraska.  Attending that 
luncheon was Second Vice Chairman Dean Mon, NAHB National Area Chair, Kurt 
Dinnes, his wife Megan and Justin Reyes our NAHB Field Representative. 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bringing Housing Home 

 
The National Association of Home Builders through it's local and state associations is 
holding meetings across the country the first week of May regarding critical issues 
facing the homebuilding industry.  Congressman and Senators will be meeting with 
members of NSHBA and discussing the effects of these issues.  As we meet, NSHBA 
will be asking for support of certain bills in order to help housing meet its full potential.  
Creating more jobs is at the top of our list.  Strengthening families and building 
communities is vital to the nation.  Our goal is to educate our representatives on how 
these issues affect housing prices and starts. 
 
Our topics of concern this year for Bringing Housing Home are as follows: 
 
Regulatory Reform - America's rulemaking process is out of control 
Flood Insurance - We need to insure that NFIP (National Flood Insurance Program) does not lapse.   
Softwood Lumber - America's residential construction industry needs a stable and affordable supply of 
lumber.  
Housing Finance Reform - We need legislation to establish a new secondary market 
Workforce/Immigration - We need to pass legislation to help the economy and insure a skilled and capable 
workforce 
Permitting Reform - NAHB seeks a regulatory and permitting structure that is consistent, predictable and 
timely 
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From: Elliot Eisenberg, the Bowtie Economist <elliot@graphsandlaughs.net> 
Date: Wed, April 11, 2018 

 
Lotsa Leverage    

 

As house prices relentlessly rise, the percentage of conventional loans this past winter going to 

borrowers with debt-to-income (DTI) ratios above 45% hit 20%, almost triple what the percentage 

was 12 months ago, but less than the housing boom peak of 36%. Meanwhile the share of buyers with 

DTIs between 46% and 50% is near where it was in 2004-05 but remains well under the 2007 top. I'm 

slightly concerned.  

 
From: Elliot Eisenberg, the Bowtie Economist <elliot@graphsandlaughs.net> 
Date: Tues, March 27, 2018 
 
Dwelling Dearth    

 

Friday's new housing sales data was troubling. February sales of 618,000 were up just 0.5% Y-o-Y and 

YTD sales are up just 2%! Maybe it's the new tax laws, maybe it's rates; in a few months we'll know. 

The immediate problem; new home prices are skyrocketing, up 9.7% Y-o-Y, and inventories of 

(increasingly highly priced) new homes are at 5.9 months so they're regrettably balanced. New 

cheaper homes remain MIA!    

 

 

 

 
 

• April – Distracted Driving Month and National Work Zone Awareness Week 

• May – Electrical Safety Month  and National Stand Down to Prevent Falls 

• June – National Safety Month 

• July – Heat stress / Sun safety 

• August – Struck By & Caught-in/between Prevention and new hires 

• September – Tool and Equipment Safety and National Preparedness Month 

• October – National Fire Prevention Week  and National Protect Your Hearing Month 

• November – Material handling/safe lifting and safety programs 

• December – Cold stress and off the job/holiday safety 

Each month there will be helpful materials provided for training at  
https://www.nahb.org/en/research/safety/video-toolbox-talks.aspx 

 

 
THIS MONTH – Safe Driving 

Traffic accidents are the leading cause of on-the-job fatalities in America. About 40,000 people die in motor vehicle 
crashes each year. With fatality trends increasing, it’s important to understand the dangers of driving and how to 
safely commute to and from work each day. 

NAHB Safety 365 

   Monthly Topics 

mailto:elliot@graphsandlaughs.net
mailto:elliot@graphsandlaughs.net
https://www.nahb.org/en/research/safety/video-toolbox-talks.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 SkillsUSA Nebraska Leadership and Skills Conference was held on April 13 & 14th  
at Fonnor Park in Grand Island NE. It is a partnership of students, teachers and industry 
Working together to ensure American has a skilled workforce.  This event is where  
students compete in over 100 areas of career and technical education including  
architectural drafting, welding, manufacturing, automotive, culinary arts, healthcare, and 
technical business. 
 
Each year the state competition is a showcase of students who have worked throughout  
the year improving their skills and exploring their future careers in the technical trades’ areas 

THE NEBRASKA STATE HOME BUILDERS WHAT TO THANK THE FOLLOWING MEMBER CONTRIBUTORS 
FOR HELPING STUDENTS LEARN THE BUILDING TRADES – Grant total Collected $5,300 for SkillsUSA 

        Jon Bolin   Rod Christmann  Todd Enck  Mike Gray          
        Bob Kelberlau  Steve Long   Gene Knaggs  Stan Poff 

 

Also thanks to the Local HBA’s: HBA of Norfolk & Central Nebraska HBA both made a contribution of $2000 each 

  

The Washington Post 

In a time of high demand and limited inventory, spec houses are making a return  

Home buyers across the country are scrambling for properties, and real estate professionals are begging for more 
houses to be built to answer the high demand 

Bloomberg 

U.S. Housing Starts Cooled in February After Robust January  

U.S. new-home construction cooled by more than expected in February on a reversal in the volatile multifamily 
category, while building remained on pace to contribute to economic growth this quarter, government figures 
showed Friday. 
  

Fox Business 

3 concerns of homebuilders that could affect every American 

Homebuilders' optimism is retreating, and the factors behind the decline – land, labor and lumber – could affect every 
American who owns or rents a house. 
   

 

 

 
www.skillsusanebraska.org 

 
 

*****SPONSORS***** 
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Most States Record YTD SF Permits Growth in February 2018  
By Danushka Nanayakkara-Skillington on April 18, 2018 •  

 

Over the first two months of 2018, the total number of single-family permits issued nationwide reached 
123,871. On a year-over-year basis, this is an 11.2% increase over the February 2017 level of 111,356. The 
results from the SOC are similar, single-family permits over the second month of 2018 was, 122,800 which is 
10.2% ahead of its level over the same… Read More › 

Price Concerns Dampen Positive Demand  
Worries over trade-related impacts on the U.S. economy have proliferated throughout the housing industry. Tariffs on 
Canadian softwood lumber have triggered significant jumps in lumber prices — increasing 53% since the start of 2016. And 
lumber isn't alone: Concrete prices grew 3.3% in March and steel prices rose 7.2% during the first quarter of 2018. The tariffs 
on building materials will exacerbate price concerns, but they also pose a macroeconomic risk due to possible tit-for-tat 
retaliatory tariffs on U.S. exports.  
  
Trade concerns are escalating as the Federal Reserve continues to tighten monetary policy. The Fed's stance is shaped, in 
part, by a tight labor market. The low unemployment rate (currently 4.1%) will make it increasingly difficult and costly to 
attract additional workers, an issue the construction industry has faced for the last few years. One bit of good news: Since 
late 2015, there have been noticeable gains in the prime working age population (age 25-54), which now has a participation 
rate near 82%.   
  
Despite these headwinds, the residential construction labor force has increased by 144,200 over the last 12 months, and 
looks to expand further in 2018 as housing demand remains solid. Consumer confidence is growing — reaching an 18-year 
high in February — incomes are rising, and tax cuts are expected to boost budgets for approximately 80% of households.  
  
–NAHB Chief Economist Robert Dietz 

HOME DEPOT PLEDGES $50 MILLION  

TO TRAIN TRADES PEOPLE 

 

SEE END OF NEWSLETTER FOR DETAILS. 
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NAHB Newsroom can be your resource for the latest, most complete news and information about the housing industry. NAHB also 
offers a full slate of news publications focused on a variety of home  
building industry topics. 

NAHB Weighs in on Building Code Proposals 

A focus on key amendments that would needlessly inflate construction costs.  
http://nahbnow.com/2018/04/nahb-weighs-in-on-building-code-proposals/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=5-0409&utm_campaign=MMB2018 
 

Job Market 

Unemployment Remains at Historic Lows  

Job gains slowed in March.  
http://eyeonhousing.org/2018/04/job-gains-slowed-in-march/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=1-0411&utm_campaign=EOE2018 

Construction Self-Employment Rate Exceeds 23%  

A change of course after trending downward for five years.  
http://eyeonhousing.org/2018/04/construction-self-employment-rates-exceed-23/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=2-0411&utm_campaign=EOE2018 

Home Building Employment Sees Steady Growth  

Numbers are still significantly down from a decade ago.  
http://eyeonhousing.org/2018/04/nahb-releases-new-home-building-employment-estimates-by-state/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=3-
0411&utm_campaign=EOE2018 

Strong Employment Growth Across Most States in February  

Only six states had employment decrease from the previous month.  
http://eyeonhousing.org/2018/03/strong-employment-growth-across-most-states-in-february-2018/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=4-
0411&utm_campaign=EOE2018 

Business Matters 

Rising Lumber Prices Hit Home 

Tariffs add an extra $1,400 per roof for one New England builder. 
http://nahbnow.com/2018/04/rising-lumber-prices-hit-home/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=1-0416&utm_campaign=MMB2018 

 

How to Prevent 'Greenwashing' 

It's best to cite independent parties on energy-efficient claims. 

http://nahbnow.com/2018/04/prevent-greenwashing-with-these-tools/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=4-
0416&utm_campaign=MMB2018 
 

Industry Insights 

Materials Prices Continue to Climb  

Ready-mix concrete and OSB topped the list of price increases last month.  
http://eyeonhousing.org/2018/04/ready-mix-concrete-osb-lead-price-increases-in-march/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=5-
0411&utm_campaign=EOE2018 

Private Residential Spending Grew in February  

Spending is up 5.5% over the past 12 months.  
http://eyeonhousing.org/2018/04/private-residential-spending-grew-in-february/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=6-0411&utm_campaign=EOE2018 
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Education:     
  

NAHB Webinars 

 

When you can’t attend a learning session due to budget or travel restraints, NAHB webinars are the best way to expand 
your education! 

Covering topics including design, technology, sales, finance and more, these hour-long sessions will keep you informed 
of all the latest news, tips and trends to keep your business in position for success. 

Upcoming Webinars:  

 Supercharge your Social Media with Emotional Content 
 (Wednesday, May 9, 2018, 2-3 p.m. ET) 
 

 Improving Communication to Gain Housing Support  
(Wednesday, May 16, 2018, 2-3p.m. ET) 
 

 New Tricks for Old Dogs – Instagram Introduction for  
General Contractors and Interior Designers  
(Wednesday, June 20, 2018, 2-3 p.m. ET) 
 

 Visitability Design Starts at the Curb  
(Wednesday, July 18, 2018, 2-3 p.m. ET) 

 
Best of all, each webinar counts for one hour of  
continuing education credit toward NAHB designations. 
When you register for a live webinar, you have access 
to the webinar replay for 12 months from the date of  
purchase. All replays are available approximately 7-10  
business days after the live event. Cancellation and  
 
Refund Policy: Registration is open until 3 p.m.  
ET (12 p.m. PT) on the day before the live webinar.  
To receive a refund, cancellations must also be submitted  
by 3 p.m. ET (12 p.m. PT) the day before the live webinar.  
After that date, no refunds will be issued.  
Cancellation requests must be submitted to Sheila Coble.

 

https://www.nahb.org/en/sitecore/commerce/products/NAHB/2018/01/19/13/10/Supercharge%20Your%20Social%20Media%20w%20Emotional%20Content%20-%2035930.aspx
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https://www.nahb.org/Products/35981__Improving%20Communication%20to%20Gain%20Housing%20Support%20-%2035981.aspx?code=35981
https://www.nahb.org/Products/35979__New%20Tricks%20for%20Old%20Dogs%20Instagram%20Introduction%20-%2035979.aspx?code=35979
https://www.nahb.org/Products/35979__New%20Tricks%20for%20Old%20Dogs%20Instagram%20Introduction%20-%2035979.aspx?code=35979
https://www.nahb.org/Products/35979__New%20Tricks%20for%20Old%20Dogs%20Instagram%20Introduction%20-%2035979.aspx?code=35979
https://www.nahb.org/en/sitecore/commerce/products/NAHB/2018/02/15/16/03/Visitability%20Design%20Starts%20at%20the%20Curb%20-%2035973.aspx
https://www.nahb.org/en/sitecore/commerce/products/NAHB/2018/02/15/16/03/Visitability%20Design%20Starts%20at%20the%20Curb%20-%2035973.aspx
https://www.nahb.org/en/learn/e-learning-opportunities/webinar-replays.aspx
mailto:scoble@nahb.org


 
 
NEBRASKA STATE HOME    
BUILDERS ASSOCIATION 
 

P.O. Box 22931 
Lincoln, NE 68542 
 
PHONE: 402-435-6772 
 
E-MAIL: 
nhomebuilders@windstream.net 
 
 

 
Executive Committee 
 
Stan Poff  - 
President 
 
Robert Kelberlau - 
1st  Vice President 
 
Don Wisnieski -  
2nd Vice President 
 
Mike Gray - 
Associate Vice President 
 
Steve Long - 

Secretary  

 

Josh Powell - 

Treasurer 
 

Barbara Byrd -
Executive Officer 

 

 

CHECK OUT THESE OPPORTUNITIES: 
 

Lowe's 
Visit LowesForPros.com/NAHB and register to save an additional 2% off of 
your LAR or LBA and free delivery on purchases of $500 or more**.  

If you don't have a Lowe's Business Account, click HERE to apply.  
**Exclusions and standard delivery rules apply, discount taken at time of purchase, see store 
for details.  
 

Exclusive NAHB limited time offer. Get $25 off your Purchase of $250 

or more when you use your new or existing Lowe's Accounts Receivable or 
Lowe's Business Account.  

LEARN MORE  
 

FTD 
NAHB Member's Save On Every Day Bouquets  
FTD bouquets are built with exceptional care and expertise. Save 20%on 

artisan designed, handcrafted bouquets that are beautifully arranged and 
loved by everyone including mothers (Mother's Day is May 13th) 

everywhere.  

 

FCA US LLC 
A $500 cash allowance for members, employees and household family 

members on Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram or FIAT vehicles.  
 

NAHB Member Shelley Reynolds says the available features on her 
Ram 1500 turn the truck into a mobile office. "They make life 
easier."  
 
LEARN MORE 

 
 

 

 

         

 

 

 

NSHBA Mission Statement 
 

The Nebraska State Home Builders Association represents the residential and light commercial building 

industry at the state level and assists local associations and individual members by pursuing a suitable 

environment to ensure the vitality of the building industry for the benefit of its members, and to promote 

quality & affordable housing for the people of Nebraska. 

 

 

Take advantage of all the opportunities your membership has to offer. 
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