June/July 2018

NSHBA NEWS

UPCOMING EVENTS:
• July 24-29th, 2018

NAHB Mid-Year Meeting
Portland, Oregon
• September 14, 2018

NSHBA Board of Directors
Meeting – 10:30 am
• September 14, 2018

NSHBA Annual Golf
Tournament – North Platte
• December 2018

NSHBA Board of Directors
Meeting – Details TBA

SAFETY 365
June’s Topic
Scaffolding Safety
See a short video here –
you can use to train your
employees.
http://www.nahb.org/too
lboxtalks
Also you can find great
info on Heat Stress.

*******************
IBS 2019 Feb 19th-21st, 2019
www.BuildersShow.com

Members can register for
the show and book a
th
room beginning Sept. 4 .
The NSHBA Hotel is the
Mirage on the Strip at
$215 per night.

Signing Ceremony Held For Workforce Housing Bill
Courtesy Nebraska State Chamber

Thursday, May 3, Gov. Pete Ricketts held a signing ceremony for LB496 -- legislation
allowing Nebraska communities to use tax increment financing (TIF) for workforce
housing. With nearly 70% of State Chamber survey respondents recently indicating that
their community was experiencing a housing shortage, the Chamber strongly supported
the bill. Introduced by Gering Sen. John Stinner and prioritized by Gothenburg Sen. Matt
Williams, LB496 was passed by lawmakers 35-8 last month. Under the bill, Nebraska
communities (in counties with fewer than 100,000 inhabitants) will be able to include the
construction of single-family or multi-family housing as part of a TIF redevelopment
project, thereby making new housing more economically feasible. Also, TIF will be able to
be used to finance workforce housing in metro areas with high unemployment and
poverty rates. According to Gothenburg attorney and TIF expert Michael Bacon, LB496 is
"a significant change and will make a huge impact in our rural communities." Bacon told
the State Chamber, "Towns in Nebraska are all more than 100 years old. Many of our
homes are deteriorating and becoming uninhabitable faster than we can build new
houses. This results in the continuing loss of population. (LB496's) enactment finally gives
us a tool to reverse that trend." Bacon pointed to a recent study by Creighton University
economist Ernie Goss that found that over a 20-year period (15 years of TIF, plus five
years afterward) the average residential TIF project produced $923,600 in local tax
collections, and that local taxpayers experienced a 3.8% rate of return for the first 15
years of the TIF, plus a year of construction.

NSHBA GOLF OUTING - Lake Maloney Golf Club
608 Birdie Lane, North Platte, NE 69101

September 14, 2018
12:00 Check-In
Lunch
1:00 Tee Time
Dinner following Golf at Switchyard Grill & Pub
(10 minutes from the course, 520 North Jeffers St.)

$90 per Golfer\$360 per Team
Event includes:
Lunch…Golf…Cart…Dinner…Prizes …Mulligans
Fax Registration form below to 402-334-1180
REGISTRATION: (Deadline September 10th)



 INDIVIDUAL REGISTRATION $90
 TEAM REGISTRATION $360
HOLE SPONSORSHIP $125

NAME __________________________________________________
COMPANY ______________________________________________
CONTACT: ______________________CONTACT PHONE #: ________________
TEAM:
1.______________________________2._______________________________
3.______________________________4. _______________________________

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
105TH LEGISLATURE-SECOND SESSION
Nebraska State Home Builders Association reviewed and monitored many bills this session. As is always the case, there
are far too many bills to work through especially in a short session. On March 07th, 2018 the list of bills was narrowed
down and a list was given to the attendees of the Legislative Dinner in Lincoln, Nebraska. The results of those bills are
as follows:
LB921 – Senator Lowe - This bill had to do with the State Electrical Act and defines “farm building” and creates a limited
license exception for farm building construction. INDEFINITLY POSTPONED 4/18/18. NSHBA was opposing this bill as
written.
LB1090 – Senator Smith – This bill restores the $134 personal exemption credit repealed by the federal tax law. It also
establishes the Nebraska standard deduction as $6,750 for single taxpayers and $9,900 for head of household filers and
$13,000 for married households filing jointly. It also adjusts the individual income tax brackets. NSHBA was supportive
of this bill. ENACTED.
LB1023 – Senator Schumacher – This was a bill that would terminate the Nebraska Advantage Act, the Markets Job
Growth Investment Act and More. NSHBA WAS OPPOSED TO THIS BILL because of the fact that we need economic
incentives in order to compete with other states for business. This bill was INDEFINITELY POSTPONED 4/18/18.
LB829 – Senator Steve Erdman – This bill represented a $1.1 Billion tax shift. The bill would have been a shift in the tax
burden and is now involved in a petition drive that has been launched to put this on the ballot for the November
election. NSHBA DID NOT TAKE A FORMAL POSITION. INDEFINITELY POSTPONED 4/18/18
LB947 – Senator Jim Smith – This bill was introduced by the governor and prioritized by Senator Smith. It was to lower
the state’s top individual and corporate income tax rates which are a priority for the business community. NSHBA took
no formal position. INDEFINITELY POSTPONED 4/18/18
LB496 – Senator John Stinner and prioritized by Senator Matt Williams. This amends the Community Development Law
by expanding the definition of “redevelopment plan” to include construction of workforce housing eligible for tax
increment financing. It should help address the housing shortage by allowing for more projects. “Workforce Housing “
is defined in the bill as a housing unit that costs no more than $275,000 to build or rental housing units that cost no
more than $200,000 to build.. NSHBA supported this bill as Nebraska is in serious need of more housing. The bill was
ENACTED ON APRIL 23RD.
LB767 – Senator Quick – This bill was to amend the State Building Code. The bill was INDEFINITELY POSTPONED ON
APRIL 18TH, 2018.
LB957 – Senator John Lowe – Prioritized by Speaker Jim Scheer – The bill was to modernize the payment methods
available under the Nebraska Works’ Compensation Act. Through this bill, payment can be made by direct deposit,
prepaid card or electronic payment. NSHBA was in support of this bill. The bill was ADOPTED AND ENACTED APRIL
23RD, 2018.
LB994 – Rural Broadband Expansion – Senator Curt Friesen – The bill was introduced to assist in enhancing broadband
telecommunications service to unserved and underserved areas in rural Nebraska. A task force will be formed and the
results of the study by the task force will be reported no later than December of 2019. ADOPTED APRIL 23RD, 2018
As you are aware, NSHBA looked at numerous bills in the beginning of the session. Many bills do not move forward and
are therefore, removed from the alert list. This year, due to the short session, a great number of bills were carried over,
indefinitely postponed or died. NSHBA will continue to monitor those bills for the upcoming session.

“BRINGING HOUSING HOME”
May 3rd and 4th, 2018
Every other year, the National Association of Home Builders has their Legislative Day across the nation, rather than in
Washington, D.C. This year the theme was America’s Home Builders – Creating Jobs, Strengthening Families and
Building Communities. Meetings are set up in district offices of our Congressman and Senators where members have
the opportunity to attend. Over 100 meetings were held this year.
Nebraska was no exception, on May 3rd & 4th, NSHBA set meetings with
Congressman Bacon, Senator Fischer, and Congressman Smith. Information
was also discussed with Congressman Fortenberry and Senator Sasse’ offices.
The issues were as follows:
Regulatory Reform – This has been an ongoing problem affecting American
Enterprise and particularly small business. The level of regulations that are
now a part of the home building industry are causing us to be able to build the
number of homes that are in demand. As you are aware, 25% of the cost of a
home is directly related to regulations. Senators were ask to Support S.21
“Scrutiny Act of 2017”, S584 – Small Business Regulatory Flexibility Improvement Act and S951 – Regulatory
Accountability Act which would all lead to more accountability and compliance.
Flood Insurance – The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) is set to expire on July 31st, 2018. We were urging that
Congress pass a long term reauthorization of the NFIP before its current July 31st expiration date.
Softwood Lumber – As you are aware, US domestic timber production is not sufficient to meet demand in 2017. The
United States consumed 47.62 billion board feet of softwood lumber while producing only 33.86 billion board feet
(bbf). We rely almost exclusively on Canada to make up the difference. Our agreement with Canada on Softwood
Lumber expired on December 31st of 2017. The 20% tariff on imports of Canadian softwood lumber imposed by the US
Department of Commerce have driven lumber prices to a record high. Prices are up 25% from a year ago and 43% since
January 1st, 2018. Softwood lumber alone is adding $7,300 to the cost of a home. Again, eliminating thousands of
buyers from the market.
Following these meetings, a letter was circulated on the Hill called the Marchant-Higgins Letter. I continued to work
with all three Congressional Offices to ask that our Congressmen all sign on to this letter to encourage returning to the
table to negotiate a new Softwood Lumber Agreement. I am pleased to note that we were able to achieve this. We
were one of three states to have all Congressman on board.
Housing Finance Reform – Discussion was held on Housing Finance Reform and our association expressed a continued
need to reform current systems and provide a market system for conventional mortgages with a limited backstop for
catastrophic circumstances.
Workforce/Immigration – Lengthy discussions were held on this topic as it is one of the top concerns of not only
homebuilders, but all industry. Our Nebraska delegation is committed to help solve this issue. It was expressed that we
need a permanent solution regarding immigrants. We need a skilled workforce and we are working toward this in
many states. Unfortunately, it is not a quick fix. There are some bills in the system that deal with working toward a
solution such as H.R.2353, S792 and H.R.4508 as well as H.R.2004.
Permitting Reform – Discussion was held on creating a permitting system that is consistent, predictable and timely. A
practical and transparent permitting system will improve compliance. These changes will go a long way toward
improving the way builders do business and making the homes they build more affordable.
Our meetings in the two days encompassed a lot of issues, but were well worth the time. I appreciated all of the
members that took time to attend and to discuss how some of the topics are affecting their individual businesses. Our
Nebraska delegation is always eager to weigh in on how their constituents are being affected.

Trump signs Dodd-Frank rollback
President Trump on Thursday signed a bipartisan bill to loosen key portions of the Dodd-Frank
Act of 2010, cementing the first major changes to President Obama’s landmark banking laws.
Trump enacted the legislation during a White House ceremony two days after the House of
Unite Representatives passed the bill to exempt dozens of banks from strict federal regulation.
\

Read the full story here
Secretary of Housing Ben Carson Speaking to NAHB.

White House Pledges to Work with NAHB on Key Issues
Talks were held with Vice President Pence, HUD Secretary Carson and key lawmakers.
The clout of a Washington trade association is measured by its access to high-level policymakers, than the
members of NAHB have much to be proud about. This week alone, during the 2018 NAHB Spring Executive Board
Meeting in Washington, builders met at the White House with Vice President Pence and top administration
officials; discussed the housing outlook with the Fed chairman; hosted HUD Secretary Ben Carson at the National
Housing Center; and held several meetings with lawmakers on Capitol Hill. …MORE

From: Elliot Eisenberg, the Bowtie Economist <elliot@graphsandlaughs.net>
Date: Wed, May 16, 2018
Dwelling Disappointment
Seasonally adjusted annualized April housing starts were 1.287 million. While that is up 10.5% Y-o-Y,
and 8% YTD, housing growth is painfully weak, and all because of single-family activity. Multifamily
has fully recovered and will henceforth move sideways. However, single-family starts of 894,000 are at
solidly recessionary levels despite being 107 months into the current economic recovery, the second
longest in US history. Thus, we currently underbuild by 250,000 units/year!

From: Elliot Eisenberg, the Bowtie Economist <elliot@graphsandlaughs.net>
Date: Wed, May 9, 2018
Solid Spending
After declining 0.25% in December, 0.68% in January, and 0.23% in February, inflation-adjusted retail
sales jumped 0.62% in March and are now, solidly back at trend growth. Moreover, because those
months are volatile, looking at Y-o-Y growth is preferable. Y-o-Y real retail sales growth troughed in
5/16 and have steadily risen since and are now solid at 2.1%. Low unemployment, good consumer
confidence and tax cuts should keep it going.

From: Combs, Cori [mailto:Cori.Combs@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, May 15, 2018 4:54 PM
Subject: FW: Nebraska Department of Education News Release: SkillsUSA NEBRASKA ANNOUNCES 2018
LEADERSHIP AND SKILLS CONFERENCE WINNERS

Hello SkillsUSA Supporters!
Thank YOU! What a great state conference! With your support, SkillsUSA Nebraska offers a tangible way
to help solve the skills gap by ensuring that there will be a future workforce trained in the skills industry
needs. SkillsUSA complements technical skill training with instruction in the employability skills that make a
well-rounded worker and citizen. Our programs emphasize high ethical standards, superior work skills,
lifelong education and pride.
You can view more pictures of the state conference
at: https://irisphotographystudios.pixieset.com/guestlogin/skillsusa2018/?return=/skillsusa2018/. We are
now preparing to take over 250 students and advisors to nationals and anticipate bringing home some
medals! We will be sure to share those results with you as well.
Be sure to check out our 2018 partners. You can find a complete list and a copy of our conference program
on our website:www.skillsusanebraska.org. As always, contact myself or Greg if you need anything.
Wishing all of you a great summer!
~Cori Combs

June is Homeownership Month
National Homeownership Month in June is the perfect opportunity to highlight the benefits
of purchasing a new home. NAHB has prepared a toolkit to help your members target
potential home buyers with messages of quality construction, location, new home
amenities and more that will entice consumers to consider purchasing.

30 Year Fixed Rate Mortgages are at their high at 4.625% since the recession.
15 Year Fixed Rate Mortgages are at 4.5%

WASHINGTON UPDATE:
Industry Insight
NAHB, Leading Economists Warn of Tariff Dangers
Meanwhile, lumber prices hit a record high.
NAHB Chief Economist Robert Dietz joined several other prominent economists at the National Press Club in
Washington today to warn that a trade policy based on tariffs is harmful to growth and prosperity.
Even as President Trump moves to invoke tariffs on steel and aluminum imports, the housing industry is
already reeling from sharp increases in lumber prices resulting from tariffs averaging more than 20% that
were slapped on Canadian softwood lumber shipments into the United States. …MORE
http://nahbnow.com/2018/05/nahb-joins-leading-economists-warning-that-tariffs-threaten-an-economic-downturn/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=10507&utm_campaign=MMB2018

The Washington Post
Prospective buyers persist in a tough real estate market
Listings for homes for sale have dropped year-over-year for 34 consecutive months, according to the National
Association of Realtors, as prospective buyers are likely aware. Yet the most recent Housing Trends Report by
the National Association of Home Builders shows that most home buyers won't give up looking for a home.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/where-we-live/wp/2018/06/04/prospective-buyers-persist-in-a-tough-real-estatemarket/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.f040d0e3a4f2

CNBC
US homeowners gained $1 trillion in the last year as their housing values jumped
Fast-rising home prices may be a roadblock for buyers, but they are putting some homeowners on Easy Street.
As home prices rise, so does the percentage of home equity for those owners with a mortgage.
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/06/07/us-homeowners-are-1-trillion-wealthier.html

On May 11th, Gary Christiansen lost his long battle with cancer.
Gary was the husband of our HBA of Norfolk's Executive Officer Jane. I know that you
all share in our thoughts and prayers for Jane and her family during this difficult time.

In Memoriam:

Memorials can be sent to Jane at 804 Elm Ave., Norfolk, NE 68701

"Climbing through Membership to
Strengthen our Association"
Just $1.00 a day gives
each member access to our local,
state and national federation.

Sign up a new member today so that they can be
informed, educated and protected
as members of the housing industry.
Invite them to attend the NSHBA Golf Tournament in
September, and learn what our association is about.

*****SPONSORS*****

.

UPCOMING WEBINARS
NEBRASKA STATE HOME
BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 22931
Lincoln, NE 68542
PHONE: 402-435-6772

New Tricks for Old Dogs – Instagram Introduction for General Contractors
and Interior Designers
Wednesday, June 20,
1-2 p.m. Central Time

E-MAIL:
nhomebuilders@windstream.net

Executive Committee
Stan Poff President
Robert Kelberlau st
1 Vice President
Mike Gray Associate Vice President
Steve Long Secretary
Josh Powell Treasurer
Don Wisnieski
Past President
Barbara Byrd -Executive
Officer

Understanding Your Financial Statements)
Wednesday, June 27,
1-2 p.m. Central Time
Visitability Design Starts at the Curb
Wednesday, July 18,
1-2 p.m. Central Time
Avoid Costly Mistakes with the New Average Set-Aside Option
Thursday, July 19, 2018

1-2 p.m. Central Time
Best of all, each webinar counts for one hour of continuing education credit
toward NAHB designations.
When you register for a live webinar, you have access to the webinar
replay for 12 months from the date of purchase. All replays are available
approximately 7-10 business days after the live event.
Cancellation and Refund Policy: Registration is open until 3 p.m. ET on the
day before the live webinar. To receive a refund, cancellations must also be
submitted by 3 p.m. ET the day before the live webinar. After that date, no
refunds will be issued. Cancellation requests must be submitted to Sheila
Coble.
Webinar Replays
Compilation of NAHB webinars covering a range of topics from housing
finance and policy to design and sales and marketing.
https://www.nahb.org/en/learn/e-learning-opportunities/webinar-replays.aspx

NSHBA Mission Statement
The Nebraska State Home Builders Association represents the residential and light commercial building
industry at the state level and assists local associations and individual members by pursuing a suitable
environment to ensure the vitality of the building industry for the benefit of its members, and to promote
quality & affordable housing for the people of Nebraska.

