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• December 14 , 2018

NSHBA Board of Directors
Meeting – 11:00 am
th

st

• IBS February 19 -21 , 2019

Las Vegas

NSHBA GOLF OUTING - Lake Maloney
Golf Club – Held September 14th
Nebraska State Home Builders Association held their annual golf event on
Friday, September 14th at Maloney Golf Course in North Platte, Nebraska.
It was a great event with 52 golfers from across the state.

• March 26, 2019 - Tuesday

Legislative Banquet
Wilderness Ridge Golf Club
Lincoln, NE

SAFETY 365
NAHB has created a yearlong
member and public awareness
campaign for 2018 to provide
information and resources to
help keep construction workers
safe and eliminate preventable
accidents, injuries, and deaths.
The Safety 365 campaign will
highlight a different aspect of
construction workplace safety
each month, as well as promote
safety off-the job, with the
focus on supporting
construction safety every day-365 days a year: #safety365.
The campaign with align with
NAHB’s current educational
resources, safety training
materials, and news updates
that are intended to help
educate employers and
workers on the various safety
and health hazards the industry
faces on the jobsite, and to
better understand and comply
with Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA)
requirements.

Our thanks to the North Platte HBA for all of their work to make this event
a success. Special thanks to Kearney Concrete for being a Corporate
Sponsor and Beer Cart Sponsor. In addition, Heartland Pella Windows,
Sherwin Williams and Mead Lumber were Dinner Sponsors. The
tournament would not have been a success without all of you stepping up
to be sponsors. We broke the record for Hole Sponsors this year and our
thanks goes out to all of the Hole Sponsors. Thanks to Stan Poff and Mike
Gray for their help on the raffle and prize drawings. Also thanks to the
Switchyard Grill and Pub and Kaylee Powell for the great food and the
wonderful service we had for the dinner. Thanks to Maloney Golf Club for
their help and special thanks to Jenn Kleewein who stepped in at the last
minute to drive the "beer cart". Jenn, you made a lot of golfers happy on
that very warm day. We hope that all of our golfers had a great time and
enjoyed the day. See you all next year.

CLICK HERE
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NSHBA is holding a raffle from now until December 14th, 2018
You need not be present to WIN!!
The drawing will be held on December 14th
1st Place is a Whole Beef Processed
2nd Place is a Whole Hog Processed
3rd Place is a Golden Boy .22 Caliber Rifle
Our thanks to ASC Lockers in West Point, Nebraska for their generosity in
donating the hog and the processing of the beef & hog for the winners.
As an added incentive to our members who are working hard to sell tickets, NSHBA
will be awarding the following prizes:
▪

The person selling the most tickets wins a one year membership to their local, state,
and national home builder organizations. (NSHBA will pay your local association).

▪

The person who sells the winning tickets for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place prizes wins a one
year membership to their local, state, and national home builder organizations. (NSHBA
will pay your local association).

It is very important that you fill in the stubs of all tickets you sell - - - it’s your
ticket for one year free membership.
Tickets are available for purchase or sale through Stan Poff at
stanpoff@kearneyconcrete.com
Books of 10 tickets @$5 per ticket are available for $50.
A portion of the proceeds will benefit:
Our five local associations Habitat for Humanity Offices in North Platte, Kearney, Grand Island,
Norfolk and Columbus - - - and Skills USA of Nebraska.

Help us make this raffle a success. Email Stan for your tickets today.

NSHBA Launches a New - “Members Only Insurance Program”
In an effort to bring additional value to our members, NSHBA presented a new insurance program at the
September 14th Board of Directors Meeting. The program will be through Principal Life Insurance Company
based in Des Moines, Iowa.
This program will be open to all NSHBA Member businesses, their employees and their employee’s families. It
will cover Dental, Vision, Group Term Life and Voluntary Term Life in its first offering. Beginning in October,
we will be visiting your local associations to initiate the census that is required by Principal. The more member
firms and their employees that participate, the better opportunity we have for competitive pricing. We already
have several companies who have expressed their desire to participate and as we go forward, there will be a
section on the website and contact information for you to obtain more information on how to take advantage of
this important offering. The Board voted to support this program effective immediately. The census will be an
important part of this effort and we look forward to working with each of your local associations to bring another
benefit to our members.

The NAHB/Builders Mutual Safety Award for Excellence (SAFE) awards program is now accepting
applications through Nov. 9. It is still FREE to enter and new this year we’ve revamped the application
process to make it easier to apply.
The SAFE awards recognize the achievements of single and multi-family builders, remodelers, specialty trade
contractors and others whose efforts successfully advance safety in the industry.
For complete entry details and to apply, visit nahb.org/SAFE

OSHA FALL PROTECTION TRAINING
Date: Thursday, December 20th, 2018
Location: Kearney Concrete
315 South Railroad Street
Kearney, Nebraska
Time: 8:00 AM to 12:30 PM
This training is being provided by OSHA
and will be free of charge.
Please sign up early to insure your
reservation.
Email buildkearney@gmail.com to obtain
your reservation.

From: Elliot Eisenberg, the Bowtie Economist <elliot@graphsandlaughs.net>
Date: Tues, Sept 11, 2018
Lacking Labor
Y-o-Y job openings are up 11.9%, hires are up just 3.3%, and the number hired has declined three
months in a row. Moreover, job openings exceed the number of unemployed by 659,000; they
surpassed zero for the first time in March. Additionally, quit rates hit 2.4%, their highest rate since
4/01, and a record 25% of small businesses say finding qualified workers is problem #1. Labor's in
very short supply.

From: Elliot Eisenberg, the Bowtie Economist <elliot@graphsandlaughs.net>
Date: Thurs, Sept 13, 2018
Risk Revision
10 years after Lehman Brothers failed, risk has migrated. In 2008, the six largest banks had $9 billion
in assets; the four largest asset managers, $5 billion. Today, the same banks have $10 billion, but the
same four lightly regulated asset manager behemoths have $16.5 billion. Similarly, at its 2009 nadir,
non-banks originated 9% of home mortgages, now those less-regulated entities originate 52%. Banks
are stronger, is the financial system?

From: Elliot Eisenberg, the Bowtie Economist <elliot@graphsandlaughs.net>
Date: Thur, Sept 20, 2018
Unbelievable Unemployment
For the week ending 9/15/18, initial unemployment claims fell to 204,000, their lowest level since
11/15/69, yes, 1969! The four-week moving average declined to 205,750, its lowest level since
12/6/69. Moreover, claims have been below 300,000 since 3/7/15, the longest period since record
keeping began on 1/1/67. Lastly, there has been continuous net job growth for 95 straight months, the
longest streak since record keeping began in January 1939. Wow!

From: Elliot Eisenberg, the Bowtie Economist <elliot@graphsandlaughs.net>
Date: Mon, Sept 24, 2018
Split Sales
With existing home sales flat in July, and August at a rate of 5.4 million/year (solidly down from a peak
rate of 5.7 million/year last November), I think existing sales move sideways from here on. Rising
prices, higher interest rates, and tight inventories make a meaningful rise unlikely despite a strong
labor market and rising wages. That said, new home sales should keep rising by 10%/year for a while
longer.

From: Elliot Eisenberg, the Bowtie Economist <elliot@graphsandlaughs.net>
Date: Thurs, Sept 27, 2018
Rate Resolve
With the economy enjoying low inflation, very low unemployment, good growth, and sky-high
consumer confidence, the Fed's plan to hike rates at three-month intervals through 2019 is easy. It
made no waves because the economy has had no adverse reactions to the rates rises thus far. Should
the economy stumble, the Fed will minimally pause the hikes. In 2020, rates may begin declining as
growth will be noticeably weaker.

WASHINGTON UPDATE:
FAA Bill Includes Key Housing Provisions
NAHB's affordability and code concerns are addressed.
http://nahbnow.com/2018/09/faa-bill-includes-key-housing-affordabilityprovisions/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=story1&utm_campaign=MMB2018

Sen. Warren Introduces Housing Affordability Bill
A step forward, but concerns remain over estate tax pay-for.
http://nahbnow.com/2018/09/sen-warren-to-introduce-housing-affordabilitybill/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=story2&utm_campaign=MMB2018

Seeking Better 'Safe Harbor' Accessibility Rules
NAHB works with Justice Department to improve compliance.
http://nahbnow.com/2018/09/nahb-seeks-additional-safe-harbor-for-accessibilityrequirements/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=story3&utm_campaign=MMB2018

The Washington Post
10 years later: How the housing market has changed since the crash
Flashback to fall 2008 and you'll remember the free fall the U.S. economy experienced. At the heart of it was the collapse
of the housing market.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/business/wp/2018/10/04/feature/10-years-later-how-the-housing-market-has-changed-since-thecrash/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.6bb507daf444

The New York Times
Housing market slows, as rising prices outpace wages
By nearly any measure, this city is booming. The unemployment rate is below 3 percent. There is so much construction
that a local newspaper started a "crane watch" feature. Seemingly every week brings headlines about companies bringing
high-paying jobs to the area.
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/29/business/economy/home-prices-housing-market-slowdown.html

National Mortgage News
12 cities where housing bubble fears are growing
An improving economy and spiking mortgage rates are hindering people's ability to afford a house.
https://www.nationalmortgagenews.com/list/12-cities-where-housing-bubble-fears-are-growing

MarketWatch
Foreclosed homes are appreciating faster than the typical U.S. home
Homes that were foreclosed on during the recession are rising in value at a breakneck pace, much faster than the typical
U.S. home.
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/foreclosed-homes-are-appreciating-faster-than-the-typical-us-home-2018-1

Business Insider
Bank of America: The most important segment of the housing market has peaked
The largest segment of the housing market has peaked and will no longer contribute to the US economy's growth,
according to US economists at Bank of America Merrill Lynch.
https://www.businessinsider.com/housing-market-existing-home-sales-have-peaked-bank-of-america-2018-9

HousingWire
Redfin: Number of homes selling above list price drops
In the four weeks ending on September 23, homes that sold above asking price dipped below 2016 levels, according to the
latest data from Redfin.
https://www.housingwire.com/articles/46974-redfin-number-of-homes-selling-above-list-price-drops

CNBC
A red flashing light in the housing market could spell trouble for the economy
The U.S. economy is growing at a healthy pace, the labor market is its tightest in years and consumer confidence hasn't
been this high since 2000.
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/10/04/a-red-flashing-light-in-housing-market-could-spill-over-into-economy.html

HousingWire
Construction spending barely inches forward
The U.S. Census Bureau of the Department of Commerce announced that construction spending during August 2018 was
estimated at a seasonally adjusted annual rate of $1.319 trillion, only 0.1% above the revised July estimate of $1.317
trillion.
https://www.housingwire.com/articles/47001-construction-spending-barely-inches-forward

MarketWatch
Mortgage rates tick down ahead of bond-market bloodbath that sent yields surging
Rates for home loans moved sideways in the most recent week, but the burgeoning bond market sell-off will likely hit
mortgages in the coming weeks, setting up another test for a strained housing market.
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/mortgage-rates-tick-down-ahead-of-bond-market-bloodbath-that-sent-yields-surging-2018-10-04

Labor Woes
More Builders' Profits Taking a Hit from Labor Shortages
Average subcontractor costs are up 7.2%, survey shows.
http://nahbnow.com/2018/09/more-builders-profits-taking-a-hit-from-labor-shortages/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=1-0917&utm_campaign=MMB2018

Where Have All the Carpenters Gone?
Severe shortages are likely to get even worse in some markets.
http://nahbnow.com/2018/09/shortage-of-rough-carpenters-climbs-to-record-high/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=2-0917&utm_campaign=MMB2018

Governor Ricketts has released a new weekly column, which is now available below.
Nebraska's Back-to-Back National Championships
09/25/2018 08:05 AM CDT

For two years in a row, Nebraska has been number one in the nation for new business
investment. A few months ago, Site Selection magazine recognized our
achievement by awarding Nebraska our second consecutive Governor’s Cup, an
award they give to the state who has the most economic development projects per
capita. This week, the Nebraska Department of Economic Development and I are
traveling to Fremont, Blair, South Sioux City, Lincoln, Grand Island, and Holdrege to
say “thank you” to the businesses in Nebraska who helped earn this honor.

Manufacturing Jobs Grow Nebraska
10/02/2018 08:02 AM CDT

October is Manufacturing Month and the State of Nebraska has something big to
celebrate: Job growth. According to the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City,
employment growth expanded 1.7 percent year-over-year this July for the fastest
growth rate since March 2012. The biggest driver behind that growth was
employment in the manufacturing industry, which jumped 4.5 percent for the biggest
growth rate since August 1995.

Letter from Congressman Jeff Fortenberry - Interesting read – worth your time. Click here

Registration Open for the 2019 Builders' Show
The 2019 NAHB International Builders' Show – Feb. 19-21 in Las Vegas – is THE place to be for any housing industry professional.
Come for the latest and greatest products from hundreds of exhibitors. Come to attend as many of the 140+ educational sessions as
your schedule permits. Come to network with the best and brightest in the business. Come to hear Dana Carvey at the opening
ceremonies and the Goo Goo Dolls at the closing concert. Network, learn and build at the 2019 International Builders' Show.
Register today.

Tariffs on Products from China Could Be a $2.5 Billion Tax
The escalating trade conflict with China could wind up imposing a $2.5 billion tax increase on residential construction at a time
when builders are already grappling with higher housing costs. View NAHB's analysis on how the Chinese tariffs will impact the
housing sector.

Shortage of Carpenters Reaches Record High
Single-family builders who responded to a recent NAHB survey listed which workers they are most struggling to find. Topping the
list: shortages of rough carpenters were reported by 90% of builders — the highest-ever portion for any occupation in residential
construction in the survey's history.

NAHB Offers Recommendations for Improved WOTUS Rule
HBA of Delaware President Jim McCulley and NAHB environmental staff met earlier this month with White House Office of
Management and Budget staff to discuss how to define "waters of the United States" (WOTUS). The Trump administration is
expected to propose a new rule in the near future. NAHB's recommendations would simplify the Clean Water Act and clarify
WOTUS rules to make them consistent with congressional intent, presidential directives and Supreme Court precedent.

.

Recruit During the Fall Drive - Win a Trip to Napa
As the official NAHB membership sponsor, Signature Kitchen Suite is offering an allinclusive trip to Napa Valley to each of the top six Builder members who sign up the most
new* members during the fall membership drive.
The competition runs from Sept. 1 to Oct. 31, 2018. Builder members will compete against
others from HBAs similar in size (see size categories below). The top two members from each
category will be invited to attend and bring a guest. HBA categories are:


Small: 0 – 249 members

Medium: 250 – 499 members

Large: 500+ members

The prize includes:
* 4-day, 3-night trip, Wednesday to Saturday, March 13-16, 2019


* Airfare, meals, hotel and transportation



* Exclusive Signature Kitchen Suite Experience featuring sous vide cooking demos
and learning more about the True to Food™ philosophy and
Technicurean™ customer



* Great food, fine wine and fun activities (wine tour or golf)
* Membership renewals will not be included.
Official rules.

*****SPONSORS*****

UPCOMING WEBINARS
NEBRASKA STATE HOME
BUILDERS ASSOCIATION



P.O. Box 22931
Lincoln, NE 68542



PHONE: 402-435-6772



E-MAIL:



nhomebuilders@windstream.net

Executive Committee
Stan Poff President
Robert Kelberlau st
1 Vice President
Mike Gray Associate Vice President
Steve Long Secretary
Josh Powell Treasurer
Don Wisnieski
Past President
Barbara Byrd -Executive
Officer

Digital Marketing: Many Channels, One Message (Thursday, October 25, 2018, 2–3
p.m. ET)
Income Verification Requirements for Affordable Housing Programs (Monday,
October 29, 2018, 2–3 p.m. ET)
Lessons Learned: OSHA Silica Rule 1 Year After Implementation (Thursday,
November 8, 2018, 2–3 p.m. ET)
Making the Grade with Domestic and Imported Lumber (Wednesday, November
14, 2018, 2–3 p.m. ET)

Best of all, each webinar counts for one hour of continuing education credit toward
NAHB designations.
When you register for a live webinar, you have access to the webinar replay for 12 months
from the date of purchase. All replays are available approximately 7-10 business days after
the live event.

ON DEMAND COURSES
Get ahead in your building career, on your own time, with on-demand NAHB
online courses like these in green building:
High Performance Building for Building Professionals: Boost production efficiency and
customer satisfaction by integrating green practices and certifications into a streamlined
project.
Advanced High Performance Building: Project Management: Learn to integrate highperformance practices and certifications into a streamlined project management process.
Other courses in construction, sales, marketing and more include:
Basics of Building
Certified New Home Sales Professional (CSP) (Full course)
Modules of the full CSP course can be taken separately as individual courses:
CSP I: The Art and Science of Selling
CSP II: Understanding New Home Construction
CSP III: Selling Skills for the New Home Sales Professional
Customer Service
Principles of Residential Marketing: Research and Analysis
Principles of Residential Marketing: Strategy and Implementation
You can also take the BAR or the PREP assessments online to learn what you need to earn
the Certified Graduate Builder (CGB) or Certified Graduate Remodeler (CGR) designations.
Refund Policy: No refunds are issued for on-demand courses upon purchase.

NSHBA Mission Statement
The Nebraska State Home Builders Association represents the residential and light commercial building
industry at the state level and assists local associations and individual members by pursuing a suitable
environment to ensure the vitality of the building industry for the benefit of its members, and to promote
quality & affordable housing for the people of Nebraska.

