
 
 
 
 
 

February/March 2019 NSHBA NEWS 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

• March 22, 2019  - 11:00am 
NSHBA Board Meeting 
Wilderness Ridge 
Lincoln, NE 
 

• March 26, 2019 
NSHBA Annual 
Legislative Dinner 
Wilderness Ridge Lodge 
Lincoln, NE 

 
• June 2-8, 2019 

Legislative Conference 
Washington, DC 

 
• June 2019  

NSHBA Board Meeting 
Grand Island, NE 
Date – TBD 
 

• June 14. 2019 
NSHBA Golf Event 
Awarii Dunes 
Kearney, NE 
 

• September 2019  
NSHBA Board Meeting 
Norfolk, NE 
Date - TBD 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PLAN TO ATTEND THE  
NEBRASKA STATE HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION’S 

 

LEGISLATIVE BANQUET 
Honoring the Senators of the Nebraska Unicameral 

 

Tuesday, March 26th, 2019 
 

Cost: $65 Per Person 
 $520 for Table of 8 

 

SPECIAL GUESTS:   
NAHB Chairman, Chuck Fowke 

 
The Lodge at Wilderness Ridge 

1800 Wilderness Woods Place, Lincoln, Nebraska 
 

6:00 pm Cocktails    7:00 pm Dinner 

 
This event has always given our members the opportunity to meet and 
connect with our state senators in Nebraska and we want each of you to have 
that opportunity.  We have several new senators this year and this will be the 
event to meet them and talk one on one regarding bills that affect our 
industry.  
  

Please reserve your spot early and if you would like a table, the charge is $520 
for a table of eight, or $65 per person.  Again, the officers of the Nebraska 
State Home Builders Association look forward to seeing all of you at our 
annual legislative dinner. 

  
RSVP: Call 402-435-6772 or email nhomebuilders@windstream.net  
Deadline: March 21th by 5:00 PM 
 

Make Checks payable to: NSHBA  
Send to: P.O. Box 22931, Lincoln, NE  68542 

 

 

Membership 
 

MAKE SURE TO 
RENEW 

 
 

AND 
BRING IN A NEW 

MEMBER 

 

mailto:nhomebuilders@windstream.net


 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

               

                         

NOTE:  Nebraska State Home Builders hotel is the Mirage Hotel on the Strip 

    NSHBA Launches a New  - “Members Only Insurance Program” 

In an effort to bring additional value to our members, NSHBA presented a new insurance program at the 
September 14th Board of Directors Meeting.  The program will be through Principal Life Insurance 
Company based in Des Moines, Iowa.   
 
This program will be open to all NSHBA Member businesses, their employees and their employee’s 
families.  It will cover Dental, Vision, Group Term Life and Voluntary Term Life in its first offering.  
Beginning in October, we will be visiting your local associations to initiate the census that is required by 
Principal.  The more member firms and their employees that participate, the better opportunity we have 
for competitive pricing.  We already have several companies who have expressed their desire to 
participate and as we go forward, there will be a section on the website and contact information for you to 
obtain more information on how to take advantage of this important offering. The Board voted to support 
this program effective immediately. The census will be an important part of this effort and we look forward 
to working with each of your local associations to bring another benefit to our members. 
  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

Housing Innovation Marketplace & LIHTC Compliance Training 
  

Register NOW! 
  
The conference agenda is available!  To view the agenda click here 
  
We're excited to announce that 2019 Housing Innovation Marketplace has a free, official app 
sponsored by Cline, Williams, Wright, Johnson, and Oldfather. 
  
Why download the app? Explore the features here:https://whova.com/resources/how-to-
guide/user-tutorial/ 
  
NIFA has secured a block of rooms at the Courtyard Marriott for conference attendees at a 
special discounted rate of $114 for a single or double room.  Reservations must be made by 
February 25th to receive the discounted rate.  To reserve a room, 
visit https://bit.ly/2QQFK6m OR call (402) 339-4900 / (866) 634-7155 and identify yourself as a 
NIFA conference attendee. 

  

   
 

 

Mortgage Rates Fall to 
10-Month Low  

Freddie Mac's (OTCQB: FMCC) Primary 

Mortgage Market Survey®, out 

Thursday, reported that the 30-year 

fixed-rate mortgage has fallen to a 10-

month... READ MORE 
 

 

 
Hot Spots to Hit at IBS 2019 

 
The NAHB International Builders’ Show® (IBS) is the 
premier home-building industry event, featuring the latest 
products, education sessions and key networking 
opportunities. In addition to great events and workshops, 
IBS features more than 1,500 exhibitors encompassing 
more than 600,000 square feet — which is a lot of ground 
to cover in just three days.  READ MORE 
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OSHA Issues Final Rule on Injury and Illness Reporting 
Requirements 

 

Filed in Labor, Safety and Health on January 28, 2019 • 4 Comments 
The U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) late last week issued a 
final rule eliminating a requirement that establishments with 250 or more employees electronically submit 
information from certain OSHA forms. 

These companies will no longer be required to electronically submit information on OSHA’s Log of Work-
Related Injuries and Illnesses form (Form 300) and Injury and Illness Incident Report form (Form 301). They 
are, however, still required to electronically submit information from the Summary of Work-Related Injuries 
and Illnesses form (Form 300A). The final rule becomes effective Feb. 25, 2019. 

Collection of 2018 information from the OSHA Form 300A began on Jan. 2, 2019. The deadline for electronic 
submissions is March 2, 2019.  Read more….. 

 
OSHA Publishes Maximum Fines for 2019 and Top Violations 
of 2018 

 

OSHA published to the Federal Register Wednesday its maximum fines for jobsite violations for 2019, which 
go into effect for citations beginning today. 

Since 2016, OSHA has indexed its annual fine increases to inflation, specifically, the Consumer Price Index. 
This year’s fine increases reflect a modest increase in consumer inflation. 

Willful violations also carry a minimum fine of $9,472, up from $9,239 last year. 

OSHA also recently published its list of the top 10 most frequently cited standards following inspections of 
worksites. Some are specific to the construction industry and some are for general industry, which can still be 
cited on home building sites. 

1. Fall protection, construction (29 CFR 1926.501) 
2. Hazard communication standard, general industry (29 CFR 1910.1200) 
3. Scaffolding, general requirements, construction (29 CFR 1926.451) 
4. Respiratory protection, general industry (29 CFR 1910.134) 
5. Control of hazardous energy (lockout/tagout), general industry (29 CFR 1910.147) 
6. Ladders, construction (29 CFR 1926.1053) 
7. Powered industrial trucks, general industry (29 CFR 1910.178) 
8. Fall protection – training requirements (29 CFR 1926.503) 
9. Machinery and machine guarding, general requirements (29 CFR 1910.212) 
10. Eye and face protection (29 CFR 1926.102) 
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NAHB Commends State of the Union Proposal on 
Infrastructure 

 
President Trump delivers his State of the Union Address. Photo credit: Whitehouse.gov. 

President Trump called on Congress to promote more investment in infrastructure during his State of the 
Union address last night, a position supported by NAHB. 

While NAHB supports increased infrastructure spending, First Vice Chairman Greg Ugalde, who attended the 
event at the U.S. Capitol, also called on policymakers to address mounting housing affordability concerns. 

Ugalde issued the following statement regarding the president’s remarks: 

 Read More…. 

 

 
 NSHBA Promotional Packages 

 

AMBASSADORS  - $110.00 ANNUALLY 
 Logo on all printed materials at all meetings during the year 
 Logo and name on Website under NSHBA Sponsors 

 
PARTNERS - $450.00 ANNUALLY 

 Logo and name on Website under NSHBA Sponsors 
 Hole Sponsorships at Annual Golf event 
 Logo on Newsletter under Sponsors 

 
CHAMPIONS - $975.00 ANNUALLY 

 Logo on all printed materials at all meetings during the year 
 Logo and name on Website under NSHBA Sponsors 
 Link to your company Website on any email newsletters 
 Logo on Newsletter under Sponsors 
 Ad in Newsletter – 2 x  2 inches 

 
CORPORATE SPONSORS - $1,300.00 ANNUALLY 

 Logo on all printed materials at all meetings during the year 
 Logo, name, picture of Rep and paragraph about your company on Website under 

NSHBA Sponsors 
 Banner ad on NSHBA Website** 
 Link to your company Website on any email newsletters 
 Ad in Newsletter – 3 x 3 inches 
 Corporate sponsorship at Annual Golf event 

 
**Banner Ads can be in a PDF file or we will design one for you at no additional charge. 
**All pricing listed in this flyer is for current NSHBA Members  

http://nahbnow.com/2019/02/nahb-commends-state-of-the-union-proposal-on-infrastructure/
http://nahbnow.com/2019/02/nahb-commends-state-of-the-union-proposal-on-infrastructure/
http://nahbnow.com/2019/02/nahb-commends-state-of-the-union-proposal-on-infrastructure/


           

           

 

*****SPONSORS***** 

   

 

               
 

                                                              



 
 

                                                                                           
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unite 
 
 
\ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Elliot Eisenberg, the Bowtie Economist <elliot@graphsandlaughs.net> 
Date: Thu, Jan 24, 2019  
Subject: Elliot's Brief Blog for Thursday, January 24, 2019 
 

Declining Dwellings 

 

December existing home sales came in at rate of just 4.99 million, the lowest since 11/15. Sales are 

down 10.3% Y-o-Y, 6.4% M-o-M, and the median price increased just 2.9% Y-o-Y, the weakest since 

2/12, to $253,600. CY2018 sales were 5.34 million, versus 5.51 million in 2017 and the 2016 cyclical 

peak of 5.45 million. The recent decline in rates will help, but 2019 activity is unlikely to best 2018.  

 

Fed's 'Patient' Approach Good for Housing 

At the conclusion of its January meeting, the Federal Reserve's monetary policy committee unanimously 
agreed to hold steady the federal funds top rate at 2.5%. The Fed also stated it will "be patient as it 
determines what future adjustments to the target range for the federal funds rate may be appropriate to 
support these outcomes." This is a decidedly more measured approach for the Fed relative to its 
commentary from last fall. The revised approach reflects anchored inflation expectations and economic 
softness in some sectors—including housing.  
   
These shifts by the central bank, along with additional commentary suggesting the Fed could slow the pace 
of shrinking its balance sheet (i.e., quantitative tightening) depending on future market circumstances —
 and thus, ease upward pressure on interest rates — are more favorable for housing market conditions in 
2019. However, the Fed's new strategy is complicated by the extremely strong labor market report for 
January, which showed a job gain of 304,000 for the U.S. and 23,900 for residential construction alone.  
   
In general, rising mortgage interest rates during the second half of 2018 reduced the volume of existing 
home sales and slowed single-family home construction. Given these trends, it was surprising that single-
family home sales had a relatively strong month in November, during which new home sales increased 17% 
over the weak October number. The growth was primarily in lower-price tiers, however: Sales of new 
homes priced below $300,000 were up 20% in November 2018 compared to one year prior. New home 
inventories returned to a more healthy six-months' supply. Despite this positive report, additional 
weakness is expected for the December data, before conditions became more positive in January 2019 due 
to lower interest rates. 
  
–NAHB Chief Economist Robert Dietz 

 

 

Green Building Becoming the Standard for New Homes 
 

Homes are increasingly being designed, constructed and operated toward the greener end of the 
construction continuum. And many of the design features associated with green building carry direct 
consumer benefits, such as greater comfort, lower utility bills, reduced maintenance and increased value. 
READ MORE… 

 

mailto:elliot@graphsandlaughs.net
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WASHINGTON UPDATE:  
From: NAHB Chairman Randy Noel <boardtopics@nahb.org> 
Date: Wed, Jan 2, 2019 at 2:30 PM 
Subject: A Look Back at 2018 
 

2018 – A Very Good Year 

 As we say goodbye to 2018, let's celebrate NAHB's many achievements in the past year. We can't list them all, but these 
are some of the most important.  
  

HBA and member efforts to grow NAHB paid off with the addition of 2,000 new members nationwide, the best net 

improvement in more than a decade. What a great achievement! Thanks to all for the hard work and good will.  

As if home building wasn't already challenging, builders have been struggling with a labor shortage for several years. A 

much-appreciated $50 million grant from the Home Depot Foundation to HBI will enable it to train 20,000 new skilled 
workers over the next 10 years, truly something to celebrate.   

Part of building a home is making sure it meets all applicable building codes. NAHB works hard to ensure those codes are 

reasonable and fair. In 2018, we asked members to explain the builder perspective to their local code officials in a new 
campaign called "One and Done." Those efforts had a big impact.  

Portal goes online. Nope, not a gateway to another galaxy. NAHB's new housing portal is a website that delivers a wide 

range of housing and polling data specific to congressional districts and major metropolitan areas. Produced in cooperation 
with Morning Consult, this tool enables builders to demonstrate the importance of the local housing industry to policy 
makers.  

Yes, we worked closely with the Trump administration to push for much-needed regulatory reforms. We saw tangible 

progress on many issues, including labor rules, environmental regulations, housing finance requirements and other federal 
policies that affect home building.  
  

Negotiate Now! was just one of the messages we sent to the administration regarding lumber prices. There have been no 

negotiations with Canada to date, but our multidimensional efforts have been effective. Lumber prices are down more than 
40% from the peak in June. Bravo.  

Effective (actually superb) advocacy is one of NAHB's many strengths. Washington's influential insider magazine, The Hill, 

acknowledged that prowess by naming CEO Jerry Howard to its annual list of DC's top lobbyists.   

WOTUS: Permanently replacing the Obama administration's overreaching definition of Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS) is well 

on its way to becoming a reality thanks to NAHB's relentless regulatory reform effort. This is a big win for our agenda.  
  

You're right, said the U.S. Supreme Court (unanimously!) in response to a member challenge supported by NAHB. There's no 

need to set aside habitat for a frog that isn't there. What will the bureaucrats do next, look for the Yeti?  

Eighty-five percent of the 245 House and Senate candidates NAHB endorsed in the midterm election won their races thanks 

to NAHB's efforts to ensure that housing's voice is heard in Congress. Endorsements were based on HBA input. In an unusual 
election year, this was a big win.  

Advantage is the name of the game with NAHB's Member Advantage affinity programs. We added several in 2018: 

Nissan/Infiniti, Amazon Business, Capital One Spark Business credit card and Kabbage small business loans. Member savings 
– what a concept.  

Reform of the nation's tax code in 2017 provided real benefits for members. NAHB worked with the IRS in 2018 to ensure 

that subsequent regulations support builders, consumers and small businesses. Case in point: At NAHB's request, the IRS 
looked at HELOCS and determined they are deductible for home improvements. 

 

mailto:boardtopics@nahb.org
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Education:     NAHB – Webinar Wednesdays 

 Wednesday, February 27, 2-3 p.m. ET – Business Intelligence for 
Production & Semi-Custom Home Builders 

Best of all, each webinar counts for one hour of continuing education 

credit toward NAHB designations. 

When you register for a live webinar, you have access to the webinar replay 

for 12 months from the date of purchase. All replays are available 

approximately 7-10 business days after the live event. 

Cancellation and Refund Policy: Registration is open until 3 p.m. ET (12 p.m. PT) on the 

day before the live webinar. To receive a refund, cancellations must also be submitted by 3 

p.m. ET (12 p.m. PT) the day before the live webinar. After that date, no refunds will be 

issued. Cancellation requests must be submitted to Deborah Krat. 

Webinar Replays  
Individuals who purchase a webinar replay are provided access to the replay 

for 12 months from the date of purchase. 

No refunds are issued for webinar replays upon purchase. However, NAHB 

regularly reviews these products and reserves the right to remove replays 

that are no longer current. If you are unable to view a replay during your 12-

month access period, please contact Deborah Krat. 

 

Content Areas  

Each replay has been indexed around one of the following content areas: 

 55+ Housing     Building Performance & Techniques 

 Business Management & Operations        Custom Building & Remodeling 

 Design, Land Development & Community Planning  

 Financing, Market Forecasts & Legal 

 Multifamily Housing  

 Sales, Marketing & Customer Focus 

Please visit our Low-Income Housing Tax Credit and HCCP Webinars page 

where NAHB's Housing Credit Group (HCG) and Housing Credit Certified 

Professional (HCCP) designation offers a number of useful Low-Income 

Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) webinars throughout the year. 

 

 

 

 

NSHBA Mission Statement 
 

The Nebraska State Home Builders Association represents the residential and light commercial building industry 

at the state level and assists local associations and individual members by pursuing a suitable environment to 

ensure the vitality of the building industry for the benefit of its members, and to promote quality & affordable 

housing for the people of Nebraska. 
 

  

 

Paul William Fredrickson passed away January 8th. Paul started his business, Fredrickson Construction. He also 
established Pioneer Energy Systems, Classic Spa and Tubs Inc. and Home Inspection Services, and was a 
charter member of the Home Builders Association. He contributed a lot for his community and will be missed.  
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