
 
 
 
 
 

April/May 2019 NSHBA NEWS 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

• June 2-8, 2019 
Legislative Conference 
Washington, DC 

 
• June 14. 2019 
• 11:30AM Check In/Lunch 

NSHBA Golf Event 
Awarii Dunes 
Kearney, NE 
 

• June 28, 2019  
11:00AM – 1:00PM 
NSHBA Board Meeting 
Career Pathways 
Grand Island, NE 
Date – TBD 
 

• September 20, 2019  
11:00AM – 1:00PM 
NSHBA Board Meeting 

Barnstormers Restaurant 
at the Norfolk Airport 
Norfolk, NE 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Membership 
 

MAKE SURE TO 
RENEW 

 
 

AND 
BRING IN A NEW 

MEMBER 

NAHB Second Vice Chairman Chuck Fowke 
Attends NSHBA's Annual Legislative Dinner 
 
The Nebraska State Home Builders Association hosted  
NAHB 2nd Vice Chair Chuck Fowke March 25th and 26th  
in Lincoln.  Chuck attended a special luncheon with NSHBA  
Officers and conveyed important information about the new  
governance prototype that will be going into effect at the  
Spring Leadership Meeting in Washington, D.C.  in June  
as well as other goals set forth by NAHB. 
 
Tuesday evening, NSHBA hosted it's Annual Legislative Dinner at Wilderness Ridge 
Golf Club.  Over 100 people attended with Thirty Senators and Spouses attending in 
spite of the flooding and late committee meetings we had a great crowd.  Speaker Jim 
Scheer introduced each of the Senators and spouses in attendance and touched on the 
activities of the legislature for this session. 
 
This has been a busy legislative session for the homebuilding industry and many bills 
have been important to our members and to our businesses.  The NSHBA Government 
Affairs Committee has been expanded this year and has taken an active part in several 
bills regarding our position as an association.  A list of bills was distributed to our 
members ahead of the dinner in order to keep them informed.  This Legislative Dinner 
has been a long time tradition and a forum for state senators and members of our 
association to meet and exchange views and ideas regarding home building.  It is the 
one time in the year that our entire membership can be engaged with our State 
Senators on behalf of our association.  This is a great opportunity and is another benefit 
of your 3 in 1 membership.  Continuing to have a strong voice on behalf of housing and 
advocacy continues to be a priority for our association.  Thank you to all who attended. 
 

               
   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The session will not end until June 6th so the final 
report on bills that we monitored and took positions 
on will not appear until our next issue of the 
newsletter which is June/July.  We appreciate all of 
the input from our members on various bills. 

 



 

 
 
 

           
 

       June 14, 2019 

 
                     11:30 AM Sign-up 

12:00 Lunch 
1:00 Tee Off 
Dinner following Golf 

 
$90 per Golfer 
$360 per Team 
 

Event includes: Lunch…Golf…Cart…Dinner… Prizes …Mulligans   
 

             SIGN UP TODAY 
 
Fax Registration form below  to 402-334-1180 

 
 REGISTRATION: INDIVIDUAL REGISTRATION $90     
                                                TEAM REGISTRATION $360 
                                                                             HOLE  SPONSORSHIP  $125 
 

NAME _____________________________________________________________________ 

COMPANY _________________________________________________________________ 

CONTACT: _________________________CONTACT PHONE #: ________________________ 

TEAM:  

 1.____________________________________2.___________________________________ 

3.____________________________________4. ___________________________________ 

Checks Payable to NSHBA, send to P.O. Box 22931, Lincoln, NE 68542 

BEER CART/DINNER SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE 
EMAIL NHOMEBUILDERS@WINDSTREAM.NET OR CALL 402-435-6772 

 

 

NSHBA GOLF 
TOURNAMENT 
Awarii Dunes 
 

Located 5 miles South of Kearney.  www.awariidunes.com 
 

mailto:NHOMEBUILDERS@WINDSTREAM.NET
http://www.awariidunes.com/


 
 
 

 
 
NAHB is again holding membership drives for local participation this year.  A webinar was recently held.  I want 
to share a couple of important ideas to help each of you recruit new members in your locals.  In order to be successful 
we need to remember what is most important to the potential members you are talking to. 
 
"Best Sources for Leads" 

 List of registered subcontractors from the building inspection department 

 Lapsed membership lists 

 Exhibitors at major events (i.e. annual home and garden shows) 

 IBS attendees from your local 

 Business cards from event attendees 

For outreach, the personal touch is always good.  Don't worry that someone else has already contacted them. 
 
Top Benefits 
Networking and creating a community are KEY VALUES OF MEMBERSHIP. Address the challenges that prospective 
members face.  You can provide clear examples of the benefits that relate to those challenges.  Our Legislative Dinner 
is a prime example of offering members an opportunity to meet face to face with Senators and educate them on the 
challenges that they are currently facing in the industry. 
 
Team Work is always good. 
Let teams compete against each other 
Set a day dedicated to a membership drive.  This enables all members to focus on membership for one day out of the 
year and set goals to increasing their membership. Encourage younger members to join to help them gain knowledge 
and mentor them along the way. 

 
MEMBERSHIP IS THE KEY TO A STRONG ASSOCIATION  
          -  HELP GROW YOURS!! 
 
Benefits of Membership: 
 

   
Program is open to all NSHBA Member businesses, their employees and their employee’s families through Principal 

Insurance; Dental, Vision, Group Term Life and Voluntary Term Life in its first offering.   

 



 
 
OSHA’s Use of Drones: What Builders Need to Know 
Excerpt http://nahbnow.com/2019/04/oshas-use-of-drones-what-builders-need-to-know/ - April 17, 2019  

 
Over the last several years, the use of Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
 — commonly called drones — has grown exponentially. It is predicted  
that by the year 2021 commercial drone use in the United States will  
expand tenfold. Drone use is regulated principally by the Federal  
Aviation Administration, which has registration requirements and  
sets operational rules to ensure safe operation. 

With the emergence of wider drone use, OSHA has also stepped into  
the drone business, allowing the use of drones during worksite inspections 
 for compliance assistance and for training purposes. The potential for OSHA to use drones in enforcement activities 
has raised concerns from home builders and other contractors. 

OSHA Memorandum on Drone Use 

On May 18, 2018, in a memorandum to Regional Administrators, OSHA set forth its policy related to the use of drones 
during inspections. The Agency stated: “[Drones] may be used to collect evidence during inspections in certain 
workplace settings, including in areas that are inaccessible or pose a safety risk to inspection personnel.” 

Click here to read entire article 

 

NAHB Supports Proposed WOTUS Rule, Seeks Key 
Clarifications 
Excerpt http://nahbnow.com/2019/04/nahb-supports-proposed-wotus-rule-seeks-key-clarifications/  - April 16, 2019 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NAHB submitted comments yesterday to the Environmental  
Protection Agency (EPA) and Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) 
in response to the Trump administration’s proposed definition  
of “waters of the United States” (WOTUS). 

2019 NAHB Chairman Greg Ugalde summarized the views of  
NAHB, developers and builders by saying NAHB “largely supports  
the proposal and appreciates the efforts of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to further  
refine the limits of federal authority and ensure the rule is clear,  
understandable and workable.”  The proposed rule would clarify  
the extent of federal oversight and correct the vast overreach of prior rules. Once finalized, builders and developers 
will be better able to determine for themselves whether they will need federal 
permits for construction activities. 

And, because the rule narrows the extent of federal jurisdiction by excluding isolated water bodies, “ephemeral” 
waters that only form in response to rain, and most ditches, builders should require fewer Clean Water Act permits for 
isolated or temporary wetlands or water bodies. 
 
Click here to read entire article 
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Nebraska’s Strong Communities: 
INCERPT FROM https://governor.nebraska.gov/press/nebraska%E2%80%99s-strong-communities 

 

By Governor Pete Ricketts 

March 19, 2019 

  
  

This past week will forever be remembered for the historic, devastating flooding our state experienced.  In scope of 
reach, we believe it is the most widespread natural disaster in our state’s history.  As Nebraskans, we will get through 
this together as we always have.  
  
Over the last several days, I have been traveling the state to get briefed on the impacts of the flooding.  As I’ve 
traveled, the stories Nebraskans have shared about the response have been incredible.  Even in the face of these 
incredibly tough odds, Nebraskans everywhere have stepped up and their work has been heroic.  In Boyd County, the 
Fire Chief and Sheriff’s Deputy stayed on the job to help other people even after their own homes got flooded out.  In 
Fremont, hundreds of people answered calls for volunteers to help fill sandbags and build barriers to protect the city 
against rising water.  In Niobrara, the community came together for a meeting at their fire hall two days after glacial 
chunks of ice destroyed major infrastructure and buildings in the town. 
  
These stories are repeated over and over across our state.  It’s a reminder that we truly live in the greatest state in the 
nation – a place where people genuinely care for their neighbors.  Thank you to the local Emergency Managers (EM), 
first responders, law enforcement, and countless volunteers who have stepped up.  These unsung heroes are bringing 
us through one of the toughest chapters in our state’s history. 
  
Recovery will be a long road, but I know that together we will get through this.  We will all do our part.  Here’s how you 
can help: 
  
Safety: We continue to ask everyone not to travel in areas where roads are closed.  Do not cross flooded roads.  Over 
the last week, wise decisions have been keeping people safe even under extreme conditions.  While flood waters are 
receding, please remain vigilant.  It will be quite some time before infrastructure is back in place to prevent recurring 
flooding.  If flood waters have subsided in your community, make sure that you return only when local officials have 
given the all clear. 
  
Relief: The Nebraska Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) and the Nebraska National Guard have been working 
around the clock with numerous partners to deliver relief to communities across the state.  Members of the National 
Guard have been deployed to communities around the state to support relief efforts.  Ongoing requests for relief should 
be communicated through local EMs.  You can find your EM at www.nema.nebraska.gov. 
  
Assistance: There are lots of resources and more are coming online every day.  Here are a few hotlines that can help 
as we recover: 
  

· Nebraskans needing property cleanup can contact the Crisis Clean Up Hotline: 833-556-2476. 
· Farmers in need of hay, feed stuffs, fencing materials, volunteer help, equipment, etc. should call the  

Nebraska Department of Agriculture at 1-800-831-0550. 
· Businesses can call the U.S. Chamber’s Disaster Help Desk for Business at 1-888-692-4943. 
· NEMA has set up a hotline for general questions from the public.  The number is 402-817-1551. 
· For all other needs for assistance call 211. 
· If you have an emergency, you should dial 911. 

  
These are just a few resources.  There are more available at www.nema.nebraska.gov as well as 
http://www.nda.nebraska.gov/resources/. 
  
 
infrastructure: The Nebraska Department of Transportation (DOT) is inspecting the integrity of state infrastructure as 
quickly as possible.  It will take quite a while to inspect all of the state and local infrastructure impacted by flooding.  In 
just the first few days of the severe weather and flooding, our DOT team had put in over 40,000 hours of work.  We 
appreciate all they do.  To check the conditions and status of state roads, please visit www.511.nebraska.gov.  
  
 

 

https://governor.nebraska.gov/press/nebraska%E2%80%99s-strong-communities
http://www.nema.nebraska.gov/
http://www.nema.nebraska.gov/
http://www.nda.nebraska.gov/resources/
http://www.511.nebraska.gov/


 
 
 
 
 
Support: Nebraskans have a big heart and they are stepping up in incredible ways to help their neighbors.  We will 
need a lot of help to put our communities back together as we rebuild.  I encourage you to contact the Salvation Army’s 
volunteer hotline at 402-898-6050 to register as a volunteer.  If you live in one of the impacted areas, please support 
the work your local EM is already doing.  If you would like to donate money or give blood, please do so through the 
American Red Cross.  You can find more information athttps://redcross.org/local/nebraska.html. 
  
In the coming weeks, I know Nebraskans will continue to pull together as we rebuild and keep our state strong and 
growing.  Please watch www.Governor.Nebraska.gov for more updates on our work.  If you have any thoughts you 
would like to share on this topic or any other, I hope that you will reach out to me atpete.ricketts@nebraska.gov or call 
402-471-2244. 
 

 
New Webinar To Help You Achieve Business Success 

 

 

 

The Five Drivers of Business Success webinar  on Thursday, April 25, from 2-3 p.m. ET, will help you  
understand how these functions work together to create long-term success. 

Participants in this webinar will: 

 Recognize how the five functions (drivers) of a construction business work together and impact 
outcomes incrementally and exponentially. 

 Demonstrate and develop systems to track the effectiveness of each driver and course correct in real 
time. 

 Prepare and create an action plan to leverage each driver, improve performance and achieve maximum 
impact into the future. 

  

Registration is free and open until 3 p.m. ET on Wednesday, April 24. If you have any questions, please 
contact Deborah Krat. 

You can earn 1.0 hours of NAHB continuing education credits for the following 12 designations: CAPS, CGA, CGB, 
CGP, CGR, CMP, CSP, GMB, GMR, Master CGP, Master CSP, MIRM. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The bottom line of any construction business is 
driven by five key functions and how they 
interact to produce outcomes – both good and 
bad. Understanding these drivers, how they 
impact one another and how to streamline 
them can help a business capture more 
marketplace value and earn higher profits. 

 

REGISTER TODAY 

https://redcross.org/local/nebraska.html
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Sixth Annual National Fall Stand-Down 
Begins May 6 

Thousands of worksites will join OSHA and its 
partners for the annual National Safety Stand-
Down to Prevent Falls in Construction with events 
across the country from May 6-10. Employers and 
workers will pause during the workday to talk 
about fall hazards, OSHA compliance, and 
industry best practices to prevent falls in all 
workplaces. The lack of proper fall protection is 
the most frequently cited OSHA violation. Share 
your Stand-Down story on social media, with the 
hashtag: #StandDown4Safety. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NSHBA Promotional Packages 
 

AMBASSADORS  - $110.00 ANNUALLY 
 Logo on all printed materials at all meetings during the year 
 Logo and name on Website under NSHBA Sponsors 

 
PARTNERS - $450.00 ANNUALLY 

 Logo and name on Website under NSHBA Sponsors 
 Hole Sponsorships at Annual Golf event 
 Logo on Newsletter under Sponsors 

 
CHAMPIONS - $975.00 ANNUALLY 

 Logo on all printed materials at all meetings during the year 
 Logo and name on Website under NSHBA Sponsors 
 Link to your company Website on any email newsletters 
 Logo on Newsletter under Sponsors 
 Ad in Newsletter – 2 x  2 inches 

 
CORPORATE SPONSORS - $1,300.00 ANNUALLY 

 Logo on all printed materials at all meetings during the year 
 Logo, name, picture of Rep and paragraph about your company on Website under 

NSHBA Sponsors 
 Banner ad on NSHBA Website** 
 Link to your company Website on any email newsletters 
 Ad in Newsletter – 3 x 3 inches 
 Corporate sponsorship at Annual Golf event 

 
**Banner Ads can be in a PDF file or we will design one for you at no additional charge. 
**All pricing listed in this flyer is for current NSHBA Members  
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From: Elliot Eisenberg, the Bowtie Economist <elliot@graphsandlaughs.net> 
Date: Tue, Apr 16, 2019 at 9:28 PM 
Subject: Elliot's Brief Blog for Tuesday, April 16, 2019 
 
National Numbers  

 

Based on 4/19 IMF data and growth projections, US GDP will end 2019 at $21.3 trillion, China will 

follow with GDP of $14.2 trillion, then Japan at $5.2 trillion and Germany at $4.0 trillion. The big news; 

India will leapfrog both the UK and France to become #5 at $3.0 trillion. The UK will follow at $2.83 

trillion, then France at $2.76 trillion. Tuvalu comes in last at $49 million. 

 
 
From: Elliot Eisenberg, the Bowtie Economist <elliot@graphsandlaughs.net> 
Date: Wed, Apr 3, 2019 at 10:00 PM 
Subject: Elliot's Brief Blog for Wednesday, April 3, 2019 
 
Insignificant Inflation  

 

Inflationary pressures are very weak. Y-o-Y February CPI is 1.5%, with core CPI at 2.1%, both down 

from January. February producer price inflation was 1.9%, also down from January. Meanwhile, the 

Fed's favorite inflation measure was 1.4% in January, the lowest rate since 9/16, while core was just 

1.8%, an 11-month low. Add slowing growth and taming inflation expectations and the Fed can 

probably keep rates where they are indefinitely.  

 

 

*****SPONSORS***** 

   

 

               
 

                                                              

 
BFGoodrich Goes the Extra Mile for NAHB Members  
by NAHB Now 

 

The construction industry relies heavily on trucks to get their employees and their materials where they need to 

go, which is why BFGoodrich is supporting the industry through the BFGoodrich Tradesmen Support Program. 

Learn more about the benefits of this program for your business. 
 

Read more of this post 
 

mailto:elliot@graphsandlaughs.net
mailto:elliot@graphsandlaughs.net
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http://nahbnow.com/2019/03/bfgoodrich-goes-the-extra-mile-for-nahb-members/


 

 

WASHINGTON UPDATE:  
Builders Voice Top Concern in 2019  

More than four out of five cite this central issue.  
http://nahbnow.com/2019/03/builders-report-labor-shortages-as-top-challenge-in-2019/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=1-0325&utm_campaign=MMB2019 

Local Outreach Key to Addressing Labor Shortage 

Getting young people into the profession is crucial.  
http://nahbnow.com/2019/03/local-outreach-key-to-addressing-labor-shortage/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=2-0325&utm_campaign=MMB2019 
 

Builder Confidence Holds Steady in March  

In a positive sign, lower price points are selling well.  
http://nahbnow.com/2019/03/builder-confidence-holds-steady-in-march-2/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=5-0325&utm_campaign=MMB2019 
 

CNBC 

Weekly mortgage refinances spike 39% after huge rate drop  

The biggest one-week rate drop in a decade unleashed a run on refinances last week, although it did not especially spur 
spring buyers. 
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/04/03/mortgage-refinances-spike-39-percent-after-huge-rate-drop.html 
  

Housing Trends 

Top 10 Home Amenities Boomers Want — and Don't Want 

A laundry room and elevator top each respective list.  
http://nahbnow.com/2019/04/top-10-home-features-baby-boomers-want-and-dont-want/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=2-0408&utm_campaign=MMB2019 

Consumers Rate Their Top Bathroom Features  

The No. 1 choice may surprise you.  
http://nahbnow.com/2019/04/consumers-rate-their-top-bathroom-features/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=1-0408&utm_campaign=MMB2019 

Lower Mortgage Rates Bolster Market Activity  

Rates down nearly 1% from cycle peak in November.  
http://nahbnow.com/2019/04/lower-mortgage-rates-bolster-market-activity/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=3-0408&utm_campaign=MMB2019 
 

Member Benefits 

NAHB Mentorship Program Creates Valuable Connection  

Young HBA professional receives firsthand guidance from a state legislator.  
http://nahbnow.com/2019/04/nahb-mentorship-program-creates-valuable-connection/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=8-0408&utm_campaign=MMB2019 

An Online Tool for Local Housing Data 

See how your market compares with others. 
http://nahbnow.com/2019/03/local-hba-economic-and-housing-stats-online-tool-available/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=9-0408&utm_campaign=MMB2019 

Industry Insights 

Proposed Rule to Clarify Joint Employer Status 

A focus on federal wage and overtime matters.  
http://nahbnow.com/2019/04/labor-department-announces-proposed-rule-to-clarify-joint-employer-status/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=4-0408&utm_campaign=MMB2019 
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In 2018 members saved over $20 million using NAHB Member Savings programs.  
 

Savings in these programs and others help cover the cost of your membership dues 
and benefits your local association.  

 

Don't miss these and other great programs that can save you and your business money: 

 

FCA US LLC 
With the FCA US LLC vehicle allowance, members, their employees and household family  
members, are eligible for a $500 cash allowance toward the purchase or lease of most new 

Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep®, Ram or FIAT
®

 vehicles. This extra benefit is stackable with most  

national and local offers.  

LEARN MORE 

 

Lowe's ProServices 
Start your Easter weekend with Great Savings from Lowe's. On 4/19 and 4/20 
get 10% off your all your purchases when you use your new or existing Lowe's  

Accounts Receivable or Lowe's Business Account. Click HERE for more details.  

 

   25% off All Kitchen Cabinets. Minimum purchase required. Offer ends 5/3/2019. See  
   store for details. 

   And don't forget that you can save 5% every day* and register to receive an   
   additional 2% statement credit** through 12/31/2019. 

   LEARN MORE 

 

 

 

GEICO 
In business for over 75 years, GEICO gives you the benefit of great rates on high-quality  

personal auto insurance. You could be eligible for a special NAHB membership discount  

on GEICO personal auto insurance. Ask about our competitive rates for Homeowners  

and Commercial auto insurance as well.  

LEARN MORE 

 

Kabbage 

With the deadline to file tax returns approaching, now is a good time to see how much you know about 
the kinds of taxes that could apply to your business. Check out this small business taxes quiz from our 

partner Kabbage.  

LEARN MORE 

 

FTD 
This Mother's Day, Say More with Flowers. Celebrate Mom with the most gorgeous gifts  

when you shop through FTD, our floral partner. There is no better way to show Mom you 

appreciate her than with stunning blooms & sweet treats. Save 20% off flowers & gifts  

on Mother's Day gifts using your NAHB member discount. 

LEARN MORE 

 

Access all of the Member Savings discounts at nahb.org/savings.
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Education: 
 
Offered in webinar format over three consecutive Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m. ET, these 
courses are an easy way to earn continuing education credits from NAHB or other 
organizations, including some state business licensing agencies. Or use them to 
complete a NAHB professional designation. 
 
2019 Live Online Courses – Registration Now Open! 
 

 Construction Contracts and Law (May 7, 14, 21) 
 

 Project Management (June 4, 11, 18) 

 Marketing & Sales for Building Professionals (September 10, 17, 24) 

 Social Media (October 1, 8, 15) – New Course in 2019! 

 Financial Management (November 5, 12, 19) 

Cancellation and Refund Policy: Registration is open until 3 p.m. ET (12 p.m. PT) 
on the day before a course starts. Cancellations will also be accepted until 3 p.m. 
ET (12 p.m. PT) on the day before a course starts. After that date, a $50 
cancellation fee will be charged per cancellation. Cancellation requests must be 
submitted to Sheila Coble. 

 

Webinar Replays  
Individuals who purchase a webinar replay are provided access to the replay 

for 12 months from the date of purchase. 

No refunds are issued for webinar replays upon purchase. However, NAHB 

regularly reviews these products and reserves the right to remove replays 

that are no longer current. If you are unable to view a replay during your 12-

month access period, please contact Deborah Krat. 

 

Content Areas  

Each replay has been indexed around one of the following content areas: 

 55+ Housing     Building Performance & Techniques 

 Business Management & Operations        Custom Building & Remodeling 

 Design, Land Development & Community Planning  

 Financing, Market Forecasts & Legal 

 Multifamily Housing  

 Sales, Marketing & Customer Focus 

 
 

 

NSHBA Mission Statement 
 

The Nebraska State Home Builders Association represents the residential and light commercial building industry 

at the state level and assists local associations and individual members by pursuing a suitable environment to 

ensure the vitality of the building industry for the benefit of its members, and to promote quality & affordable 

housing for the people of Nebraska. 
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