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NSHBA NEWS

UPCOMING EVENTS:
• June 28, 2019

11:00AM – 1:00PM
NSHBA Board Meeting
Career Pathways
Grand Island, NE
Date – TBD
• September 20, 2019

11:00AM – 1:00PM
NSHBA Board Meeting
Barnstormers Restaurant
at the Norfolk Airport
Norfolk, NE
• December 13, 2019

11:00AM – 1:00PM
NSHBA Board Meeting
Location TBD

NAHB has been working
to provide resources for
those companies who
may be experiencing
opioid problems in the
workplace. For help
please log in to
nahb.org/opioids.
You will find resources
by state for your use.
You will also find other
helpful information
regarding this issue.
House Panel Approves LongTerm Flood Insurance
Reauthorization
Click here for article

Check out NSHBA.org
for Hot Topics and
more important
information on LB96,
LB348 & LB405.

NSHBA GOLF TOURNAMENT – AWARII DUNES
NSHBA held it's Annual Golf Event on Friday, June 14th, 2019 at Awarii
Dunes in Kearney, Nebraska. Over 70 golfers enjoyed a great day for
golf. Our thanks to Corporate Sponsors, Kearney Concrete and Yellow
Van from Kearney, Nebraska. Thank you to Mead Lumber in Norfolk and
Kearney Concrete who were Dinner Sponsors. Pella Heartland Windows
and Sherwin Williams sponsored the beer cart. Thanks to the following
Hole Sponsors:
Bloedorn Lumber Company
Broadfoot Sand & Gravel Inc
Builders Speltz Schultz
Carhart Lumber
Central Nebraska HBA
Columbus HBA
Gerhold Concrete
Kearney Area Builders Association
Kearney Crete & Block
Kelberlau Construction
Kitchens by Design
Knaggs Construction

Midwest Elite Contracting
NIFA - Lincoln
Norfolk Area Home Builders
North Platte HBA
Rod Christmann Electric Solutions
Sapp Brothers
Sears
T. C. Enck Builders Inc
The Harry A Koch Co. - Mike Gray
The Power Station - Chuck Frohberg
Wolfe Custom Homes - Terry Wolfe

As you can see from the pictures, everyone enjoyed the outing. Thanks
to Mike Gray and Bob Kelberlau for running the raffle. Also thanks to Jeff
from Awarii who did a great job.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – NAHB TOOK HOUSING TO THE HILL
Nebraska State Home Builders Association along with 700 other members from across the country
took housing issues to our Congressman and Senators on Wednesday, June 5th. Nebraska also
had meetings on the Hill on Tuesday, June 4th, due to several "D Day Celebrations".
Housing Affordability took center stage in discussions about Immigration, Workforce, Low Income
Housing Tax Credit, GSE Reform, Flood Insurance, and Benefits of the Energy Codes. Over 300
meetings were held. Nebraska walked the halls while meeting with Senator Sasse in order to allow
him to stay on schedule. All of our Senators and Congressman met with us and their staff
assisted. There is no better way to educate our representatives than to take the issues directly to
them.
Nebraska was well represented with Bob Kelberlau, NSHBA President, Don Wisnieski, NSHBA
First Vice President, Stan Poff, Immediate Past President, Mike Gray, Associate Vice President,
Fred Hoppe with Central Nebraska HBA and Tim Kenny with NIFA and Barbara Byrd, NSHBA
Executive Officer. We also attended the Nebraska breakfast which was the biggest breakfast they
have ever had. We were fortunate to introduce our group at the breakfast and to discuss why we
were in Washington. Nebraska is the only state that does this breakfast on a weekly basis.
.

Congressman Bacon’s Meeting with
Nebraska Delegation on June 4th

Meeting with Senator Ben Sasse
Picture to the left:
Lunch Meeting with
Congressman Adrian
Smith in the Longworth
Cafeteria on the hill.
Below: Washington
Legislative Conference

Senator Fischer’s meeting on June 4th

NSHBA Member Insurance Program
The Nebraska State Home Builders Association Board of Directors has approved an
insurance program as an exclusive benefit to members of our state association.
The Principal Insurance Program will include Dental, Vision,
Company Paid Life and Voluntary Life Plans. These four products would be
offered to each eligible employee of the NSHBA member firm. An eligible
employee is one working 30 hours a week or more. The Dental, Vision Plans
could be offered as a company paid benefit or completely voluntary option,
through payroll deduction. The Voluntary Life Plan would be paid by the
employee through payroll deduction.
NSHBA understands that without final premium rates, you and/or employee(s)
would not want to enroll in one of the plans offered but the census will help to 1)
Determine the exclusive pricing that will be offered. 2) Determine (if the rates
are competitive), what coverage an employee would choose ie: Employee Only,
Employee Spouse, Employee Family, Employee Child/Children.
If you are interested in participating in this exclusive membership benefit, please
fill out the census form which can be downloaded from NSHBA’s website,
www.nshba.org. On the census please make sure to include all the names of
those that would be participating. E-mail census to Mike.Gray@hakco.com. I
you have any questions regarding the census you can reach Mike Gray at 402440-3003.

NAHB Guide Available if ICE Visits Your Job Site
Excerpt http://nahbnow.com/2019/06/guidance-document-available-if-ice-visits-your-job-site/ - June 21, 2019

With President Trump announcing increased
enforcement actions by the U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) beginning the
week of June 23, NAHB has a guide to remind
members what they should do if federal
officials visit their job sites.
Now more than ever, employers should be
aware of their obligation to comply with the law
and know how to handle visits from ICE.
View the NAHB guidance document,
“When ICE Comes Calling.”
.

For more information, contact David Jaffe at
800-368-5242 x8317 or Amy Chai at x8232.

Congress Approves 4-Month Extension of Flood
Insurance Program
Excerpt http://nahbnow.com/2019/06/congress-approves-4-month-extension-of-flood-insurance-program/ - June 3, 2019

The House and Senate have approved disaster relief legislation
that extends funding for the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) for another four months through Sept. 30, 2019.
With the House in recess last week, NAHB played an
instrumental role to assure the chamber approved a two-week
stopgap measure to prevent the program from lapsing on May
31.
NAHB continues to work with Congress to achieve a long-term
reauthorization of the NFIP that will keep the program fiscally sound and let builders provide safe and
affordable housing. For more information, contact Jessica Hall at 800-368-5242 x8253.

Lead-based Paint Not a Focus of New EPA Compliance
Initiatives
Excerpt http://nahbnow.com/2019/06/lead-based-paint-not-a-focus-of-new-epa-compliance-initiatives/

-June 20, 2019

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recently
released new national compliance initiatives that focus on
six priority areas. One priority area — lead exposure,
including lead-based paint — was originally proposed in
February but left off the final list. The final list, however, did
include support of the Federal Lead Action Plan to reduce
childhood lead exposure.
The Federal Lead Action Plan addresses all potential
sources of lead (e.g., drinking water and consumer products), not just lead-based paint. NAHB
recommended to the EPA that the best way to increase compliance with the lead-based paint renovation,
repair and painting (RRP) rule is to educate home owners and create a demand for certified renovation firms
rather than increase enforcement of certified renovation firms.
Based on this recommendation, rather than develop a new enforcement initiative to address lead exposure,
the EPA will instead focus on implementing the Federal Lead Action Plan. This includes:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Increasing compliance with — and awareness of the importance of — lead-safe renovations
under the RRP rule;
Developing a mapping tool to identify communities with elevated lead exposures;
Conducting targeted geographic initiatives; and
Undertaking public awareness campaigns on lead issues.

EPA will not cease enforcement of the RRP rule; in fact, the agency recently launched a targeted lead
paint compliance initiative in Vermont. However, the EPA will not focus additional resources on lead-based
paint as a targeted enforcement initiative. For additional information, contact John Kosco at 800-368-5242
x8124.

NAHB Statement on Trade Developments with Mexico
and Canada
Excerpt http://nahbnow.com/2019/05/nahb-statement-on-trade-developments-with-mexico-and-canada/ - May 17, 2019

NAHB Chairman Greg Ugalde issued the following
statement after the White House announced the United
States would remove tariffs on steel and aluminum
imports from Canada and Mexico:

.

“NAHB commends President Trump for removing tariffs
on steel and aluminum imports from Canada and Mexico.
This will provide momentum for Congress to ratify the
United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA),
which holds the potential to lift the housing economy.

“Now that the White House has achieved substantial progress in advancing the USMCA, we urge the
administration to focus its efforts on resolving the softwood lumber trade dispute with Canada. Tariffs
averaging more than 20 percent on Canadian softwood lumber shipments into the U.S. are exacerbating
price volatility and needlessly driving up housing costs. A prompt resolution to this ongoing trade conflict
with our neighbor to the north will help to ease ongoing housing affordability concerns.”

Court Sends WOTUS Rule Back to the EPA
Excerpt http://nahbnow.com/2019/05/court-sends-wotus-rule-back-to-the-epa/ - May 29, 2019

In a victory for NAHB and the housing industry, the U.S.
District Court for the Southern District of Texas declared
that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) violated
the Administrative Procedure Act when drafting the
Obama-era “waters of the United States” (WOTUS) rule in
2015.
In 2015, NAHB and the Texas Association of Builders,
among others, filed a lawsuit in the Southern District of
Texas challenging the definition of the 2015 WOTUS rule.
The court has issued a partial decision on NAHB’s summary judgement motion by remanding the 2015
WOTUS rule back to the EPA. However, the court did not vacate the rule. Read more…click here

WWW.NAHB.ORG/SAVINGS
Visit www.nahb.org/savings to see the available savings your NAHB membership gets you including
discounts on:
• Movie Tickets, Concerts and Sporting Events
• Vehicle Purchases
• Office Supplies
• Rental Cars
• Auto Insurance
• Shipping Services

Nearly 700 Members Shine a Spotlight on Housing
Affordability in Hill Visits
Exerpt http://nahbnow.com/2019/06/nearly-700-builders-shine-a-spotlight-on-housing-affordability-in-hill-visits/

Nearly 700 NAHB members from across the nation
converged on Capitol Hill today for NAHB’s 2019
Legislative Conference to urge their lawmakers to support
policies that will increase the production of quality,
affordable housing and keep the housing recovery moving
forward.
“With housing affordability near a 10-year low, we are
sending a loud and clear message to members of Congress
that there is an urgent need to implement innovative
solutions to ease the nation’s affordability woes and enable
more families to achieve homeownership or have access to
suitable rental housing,” said NAHB Chairman Greg Ugalde.
In nearly 300 individual meetings with their representatives and senators, builders discussed the following key
housing issues:
•

Workforce and immigration. A chronic labor shortage in the housing industry is resulting in higher construction costs,
increased home prices and lower economic growth. NAHB urged lawmakers to create a new, market-based guest worker
program for the construction sector that will complement ongoing vocational training efforts and help fill labor gaps. Lawmakers
were also encouraged to increase funding for job training programs to prepare individuals for careers in home building.

•

Trade policy. Builders asked their lawmakers to call on the administration to end tariffs on imports of softwood lumber,
steel, aluminum and a wide variety of other goods used by the home building industry that are needlessly raising housing costs.
NAHB also called on Congress to ensure swift ratification of the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement, which holds the
potential to lift the housing economy.

•

Housing finance reform. Uncertainty about the housing finance system stymies investment and slows the housing
market. NAHB called on Congress to pass bipartisan housing finance legislation that would reform the current system and
provide certainty to the marketplace, while maintaining an appropriate level of government support for housing in all economic
and financial conditions.

•

Low-Income Housing Tax Credit. To help spur the production of badly needed affordable rental housing, NAHB urged
lawmakers to pass the Affordable Housing Credit Improvement Act. Introduced in the House and Senate earlier this week, the
bipartisan legislation would improve the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit by establishing a permanent minimum 4 percent credit
floor for acquisition and bond-financed projects. This would provide more flexibility in financing projects and significantly increase
unit production.

•

National Flood Insurance Program. To continue the stability and growth of the housing market, it is essential that the
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) remains available, affordable and financially stable. NAHB called on lawmakers to
pass a long-term NFIP reauthorization.
Building energy codes. NAHB urged Congress to require any code or proposal supported by the Department of Energy to
have a payback period of 10 years or less.

•
•

Cluster mailboxes. The U.S. Postal Service (USPS) has instituted a de facto mandate requiring mail delivery to cluster
mailbox units in new residential developments. NAHB believes any reform effort for the USPS should not be funded by home
builders and home owners. NAHB urged House lawmakers to co-sponsor a sense of the House resolution (H. Res. 23) that calls
on the USPS to preserve delivery of mail to the home or business.

Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) addressed builders before their Hill visits and cited the need to reduce regulatory
burdens and taxes to help the residential construction industry.
“I want you to be able to build faster, cheaper and smarter by getting rid of regulations and red tape,” said
Barrasso. “If we want to grow the economy, we need to lower taxes and get rid of punishing regulations.”
The senator also expressed support for two other NAHB priorities: ratification of the United States-MexicoCanada Agreement and a long-term reauthorization of NFIP.
To View pictures from some of the Capitol Hill - Click Here

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP - - - AND TAKE
ADVANTAGE OF ALL THE BENEFITS AVAILABLE
TO YOU AS A MEMBER

NSHBA Promotional Packages
AMBASSADORS - $110.00 ANNUALLY
•
•

Logo on all printed materials at all meetings during the year
Logo and name on Website under NSHBA Sponsors

PARTNERS - $450.00 ANNUALLY
•
•
•

Logo and name on Website under NSHBA Sponsors
Hole Sponsorships at Annual Golf event
Logo on Newsletter under Sponsors

CHAMPIONS - $975.00 ANNUALLY
•
•
•
•
•

Logo on all printed materials at all meetings during the year
Logo and name on Website under NSHBA Sponsors
Link to your company Website on any email newsletters
Logo on Newsletter under Sponsors
Ad in Newsletter – 2 x 2 inches

CORPORATE SPONSORS - $1,300.00 ANNUALLY
•
•
•
•
•
•

Logo on all printed materials at all meetings during the year
Logo, name, picture of Rep and paragraph about your company on Website under
NSHBA Sponsors
Banner ad on NSHBA Website**
Link to your company Website on any email newsletters
Ad in Newsletter – 3 x 3 inches
Corporate sponsorship at Annual Golf event

**Banner Ads can be in a PDF file or we will design one for you at no additional charge.

**All pricing listed in this flyer is for current NSHBA Members

*****SPONSORS*****

From: Elliot Eisenberg, the Bowtie Economist <elliot@graphsandlaughs.net>
Date: Wed, Jun 19, 2019 at 10:42 PM
Subject: Elliot's Brief Blog for Wedneday, June 19, 2019
Right Rate
When the Fed last met, economic data was looking good. Now, not so much. Manufacturing is probably
in recession, inflation is weakening, the yield curve is inverted, the dollar is strong, and trade concerns
are elevated. However, equities are near records, unemployment is ridiculously low, and household
spending is good. Given the mix, the Fed's decision to not change rates but signal a willingness to
lower rates is spot on.

Date: Tue, Jun 18, 2019 at 10:32 PM
Subject: Elliot's Brief Blog for Tuesday, June 18, 2019
Excellent Employment
In April, the latest month for which data are available, there were 7.449 million unfilled jobs, a number
that has been steady for a year. Meanwhile, the number of unemployed Americans was 5.824 million,
the lowest level since 12/2000. For the 14th month in a row, there were more job openings than
unemployed. There are a record 1.28 jobs/unemployed person! The labor market remains tight; this
was a solid report.

Date: Tue, Jun 11, 2019 at 10:20 PM
Subject: Elliot's Brief Blog for Tuesday, June 11, 2019
Downturn Data
Among many, there is a belief that economic expansions behave like people. That is, the longer an
economic recovery, the greater is the probability of a recession. This is based on the fact that older
persons are, all else equal, more likely to die than younger persons. Except expansions don't behave
that way. The chances of a recession occurring are totally uncorrelated with the length of the
preceding expansion.

Date: Wed, May 29, 2019 at 9:13 PM
Subject: Elliot's Brief Blog for Wednesay, May 29, 2019
Ambiguous Abodes
April new home sales came in at a decent seasonally adjusted annual rate of 673,000. New sales each
month this year have been above their 2018 levels and new home sales are now at levels last seen in
the mid-1990s. However, at 1,235,000, April new starts are weak, and for each month this year starts
have been below their 2018 heights and are at levels of the early 1990s.

Date: Mon, May 20, 2019 at 10:15 PM
Subject: Elliot's Brief Blog for Monday, May 20, 2019
Inflationary Impacts
The imposition of added tariffs on some Chinese goods and new tariffs on others will boost
inflation by 0.1% to 0.3% depending on the inflation measure, with goods inflation and core
inflation being pushed up more than services inflation or headline inflation. More importantly, the
Fed is very unlikely to raise rates in response as inflation is already low and because this is a oneoff event that will dissipate quickly.

WASHINGTON UPDATE:
CNBC
Falling mortgage rates are heating home prices this summer
Mortgage rates have been falling steadily since the last week of April, and that may be reigniting home price appreciation.
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/06/20/falling-mortgage-rates-may-already-be-lifting-home-prices.html

MarketWatch
Housing starts slip, but permits rise as all signs point to stronger growth ahead
Builders started new homes at a pace of 1.269 million in May, the Commerce Department said Tuesday, above
MarketWatch expectations for 1.23 million starts, but down on April's pace and down 4.7% on the same month last year.
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/housing-starts-slower-but-building-permits-up-2019-06-18

Reuters
U.S. home builder confidence retreats despite lower mortgage rates
A private gauge of U.S. home builder sentiment fell in June, retreating from a six-month high, as rising building costs and
trade worries offset falling mortgage rates.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-housing-nahb/us-home-builder-confidence-retreats-despite-lower-mortgage-rates-idUSKCN1TI1W8

CNBC
Mortgage applications soar as refinances surge on a big rate drop
Consumers saw an opportunity last week and took it — in a big way. Mortgage rates dropped to their lowest level in nearly
two years, so total mortgage applications surged 26.8% in just one week, according to the Mortgage Bankers Association's
seasonally adjusted index. Volume was 41% higher than a year ago.
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/06/12/mortgage-applications-soar-27percent-on-big-rate-drop.html

Forbes
Housing: The most American industry
The United States is currently waging a tariff war with China, a war that promises escalating costs to manufacturers and is
now at a point that will be come at a cost to American consumers as well – one estimate by the Federal Reserve Bank of
New York shows that the average US household will be paying an additional $831 annually due to the impending tariffs.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jennifercastenson/2019/05/29/housing-the-most-american-industry/

MarketWatch
Americans are driving until they qualify again, and builders are responding
Home builders are applying for permits to build houses in the "exurbs" more than any other area of the country, another
sign of how the housing affordability crunch is driving consumer and industry decisions.
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/americans-are-driving-until-they-qualify-again-and-builders-are-responding-2019-05-28

REALTOR Magazine
More buyers believe their home search will get easier
Buyers' may be having more positive perceptions about the state of available inventory, according to a new survey
released by the National Association of Home Builders.
https://magazine.realtor/daily-news/2019/05/28/more-buyers-believe-their-home-search-will-get-easier

Education:
NEBRASKA STATE HOME
BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 22931
Lincoln, NE 68542
PHONE: 402-435-6772
E-MAIL:
nhomebuilders@windstream.net

Offered in webinar format over three consecutive Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m. ET, these
courses are an easy way to earn continuing education credits from NAHB or other
organizations, including some state business licensing agencies. Or use them to
complete a NAHB professional designation.
2019 Live Online Courses – Registration Now Open!
• Marketing & Sales for Building Professionals (September 10, 17, 24)
• Social Media (October 1, 8, 15) – New Course in 2019!
• Financial Management (November 5, 12, 19)

Executive Committee
Robert Kelberlau
President
Don Wisnieski
1st Vice President
Todd Enck
2nd Vice President
Mike Gray
Associate Vice President
Steve Long
Secretary
Josh Powell
Treasurer
Stan Poff
Immediate Past
President
Barbara Byrd
Executive Officer

Cancellation and Refund Policy: Registration is open until 3 p.m. ET (12 p.m. PT)
on the day before a course starts. Cancellations will also be accepted until 3 p.m.
ET (12 p.m. PT) on the day before a course starts. After that date, a $50
cancellation fee will be charged per cancellation. Cancellation requests must be
submitted to Sheila Coble.

Multifamily Housing Economic Outlook Webinar
Includes a Live Event on 07/18/2019 at 2:00 PM (EDT)
In the Multifamily Housing Economic Outlook Webinar, NAHB Chief Economist
Robert Dietz will present the latest economic and housing data that impacts the
multifamily sector, including information on rents, vacancies, labor market
conditions and relevant demographics. (This webinar is free for Multifamily and
Building Systems council members. Log in to http://nahb.org with your regular
username and password, and the webinar price will be "$0" when added to your
cart.)

NAHB PWB Webcast: Manners for Digital
Communications
Join NAHB Professional Women in Building members on June 27 at 2 p.m. ET
for a webcast titled, Manners for Digital Communications. This is a FREE
webcast for PWB council members.
Do you feel challenged by digital communications? Have you pondered when it is
okay to text a client or business partner versus sending an email? And, is the
answer the same for a boomer, Gen X or Gen Z? Do you overuse the
exclamation point? And, is the use of emojis or emoticons in emails okay for
business? In this webcast, marketing guru, Carol Morgan, MIRM, CAPS, CSP,
CMP, president of Denim Marketing will discuss Netiquette—etiquette for the
digital world—where common courtesy meets the internet. Find out what is polite
digital behavior and how to keep from offending important contacts. In this live,
one-hour session attendees will receive tried-and-true practices that are sensitive
to manners but also reflect cultural norms and efficiency.

REGISTER

NSHBA Mission Statement
The Nebraska State Home Builders Association represents the residential and light commercial building industry
at the state level and assists local associations and individual members by pursuing a suitable environment to
ensure the vitality of the building industry for the benefit of its members, and to promote quality & affordable
housing for the people of Nebraska.

